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Though filing taxes can be a 
daunting task, the IRS and FAFSA 
have tried to simplify the process 
for students. Director for Student 
Financial Services Ava Brock offers 
an explanation of several aspects 
concerning taxes that are especially 
beneficial for students to know. 
“The IRS and the FAFSA, which 
are both federal government agen-
cies, are working together to create 
more accurate FAFSA information 
so that there’s not too much need for 
verification,” Brock said. 
In order to minimize the pos-
sibility of being asked for verifica-
tion, students can now upload their 
tax information directly to the FAF-
SA, as long as they have already filed 
their taxes with the IRS. 
According to Brock, after a stu-
dent has filed the FAFSA and it has 
gone through the University’s chan-
nels, the federal government may 
request that it be verified, which re-
quires the University to verify the 
student’s tax information by looking 
at his or her tax return. 
“The thing about anything tax-
related is that it is so different for 
each person. I really recommend 
that students talk with their fami-
lies about anything about taxes be-
cause, one, it is very likely that their 
parents claim them as a dependent, 
so how the parent is reporting is di-
rectly related to how the student re-
ports. Secondly, every person’s situ-
ation is so different it is important 
that you get good tax advice from a 
tax professional if it’s complicated at 
all, because none of us on campus 
are trained tax professionals,” Brock 
said. What Brock can do, she says, 
is guide students to the forms they 
need to fill out.
Brock explained that there are 
several different tax credits avail-
able for students and their families 
for educational expenses: the Amer-
ican Opportunity Credit, the Hope 
Credit and the Lifetime Credit. The 
American Opportunity Credit al-
lows students to include tuition, 
fees and supplies as educational ex-
penses. The supplies amount is not 
included in the 1098-T form. The 
Hope and the Lifetime credit only 
include tuition and fees, but not 
supplies. 
However, noted on Form 8863 is 
that an individual cannot take both 
an education credit and a tuition 
and fees deduction (Form 8917) for 
the same student in the same year. 
Also, Form 8863 also states that 
the American Opportunity credit 
cannot be taken for the same stu-
dent for more than four tax years, 
and the Lifetime learning credit and 
the American Opportunity credit 
cannot both be taken for the same 
student in the same year. Instruc-
tions and additional information, 
including eligibility, restrictions and 
details, can be found on “Instruc-
tions for Form 8863,” available on 
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IRS, FAFSA work to increase accuracy
By ANNETTE D’AUTREMONT
Filing and FAFSA: The sudden onslaught of financial paperwork students receive may not be as overwhelming as it appears. 
An unusual sight appeared in the 
Diner last week: A Dasani bottled 
water display. To put any confusion 
to rest, the water bottle display was 
not placed in the Diner by Univer-
sity staff. Instead, a Dasani salesman 
placed it there over the weekend, 
without consulting anyone. Dining 
and Conference Services promptly 
removed it the following Monday 
morning. 
“Even though the Dasani water 
bottles were made from composta-
ble corn products, the University 
does not have the composting capa-
bilities to handle them,” Diner Man-
ager Melissa Flood said. 
“We do not have the ability to 
compost most vegetable-based plas-
tics so it did not make sense for us to 
sell them,” Flood added.
Flood continued to explain that 
they removed the Dasani display 
because it did not fit within the Uni-
versity’s stance on sustainability. 
“We are encouraging Puget Sound 
students and staff to use reusable 
mugs and containers. We are work-
ing towards eliminating all water 
bottles.” 
Additionally, cups of cereal and 
coffeemate creamers have recent-
ly been removed from the Diner to 
promote sustainability. A pilot pro-
gram proposed by the Environmen-
tal Policy and Decision Making mi-
nor for reusable to-go containers is 
getting set up, although there is not 
a set date for its implementation. 
“Diversions cafe also promotes 
sustainability and encourages peo-
ple to bring in their own cups or use 
the ‘for-here’ mugs,” Diversions Cafe 
Human Resource Manager Christo-
see TAXES page 2
Uncertainty in Egypt remains after Mubarak’s resignation
As the media shifts to covering 
the events unfolding in Libya, ques-
tions remain regarding the situation 
in Egypt since Mubarak’s resigna-
tion. Although there is a celebra-
tory mood among Egyptians with 
the promise of democratic elections 
in the next nine months, many in 
Egypt hold uncertainty regarding 
the future of leadership.  
Days after President Mubarak’s 
resignation on Feb. 11, Egyptians 
took to the streets in order to restore 
the areas around Tahrir square—the 
headquarters of the new democratic 
government posed to hold elections 
sometime in the next nine months.  
The protests in Tahrir square left 
300 Egyptians dead and many more 
injured. In an effort to assuage those 
most severely affected, the govern-
ment is offering compensation of 
$250 dollars per month.  
In terms of economic loss-
es, Egypt’s second largest revenue 
source, the tourism industry, is es-
pecially hard hit. According to New 
York Times correspondent Emad 
Mekay, the tourism industry is con-
tinuing to lose one billion dollars 
per month.   
Despite these losses, on the Face-
book page of Gap Adventure Leader 
Oncy Khalil, his profile picture de-
picts a figure with enthusiastic open 
arms in front of the pyramids with 
the caption: Support Freedom Visit 
Egypt in hopes of encouraging trav-
elers to visit Egypt.
Perhaps the most uncertainty still 
By OLIVIA WEITZ
Egypt’s youthful leadership key in actualizing change amidst unrest
see CONTAINERS page 2
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Student Finance Checklist
•	 Go online to retrieve your 10
98-T tax 
form
•	 Visit irs.gov to determine wh
ether you 
need to file taxes 
•	 File your taxes by April 18 if y
our income 
exceeds $5,700 or if you had fed
eral 
income taxes withheld and wan
t your 
refund
•	 Fill out the FAFSA with your p
arents
Follow-up on Egypt: Puget Sound students attend an IPE discussion on the future of Arab politics. see EGYPT page 2
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Puget Sound sorority Kappa 
Alpha Th eta will be holding its 
Zumbathon fundraising event 
Sat., March 5. 
“Zumbathon is a two hour 
dance marathon that is rais-
ing money for our philanthropy 
which is Court Appointed Special 
Advocates (CASA),” Zumbathon 
organizer and Kappa Alpha Th e-
ta member Hannah Chase ex-
plained. 
“Th is year is the second year in 
a row that Th eta has put on Zum-
bathon. We are hoping to make 
it an annual event that will be 
continued in the future,” Kappa 
Alpha Th eta President Lindsay 
Schommer said.  
Th e event will take place in 
the Upper Gym of the Memorial 
Fieldhouse from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
that day. 
Registration is available in the 
S.U.B. as well as the day of the event 
at the Fieldhouse from 10:30 a.m. to 
11 a.m. 
Schommer said that Zumba in-
structor Kelly McDonald will be 
leading the event, which will be 
“open to the Tacoma and campus 
community for $5, the student price 
at one of Kelly’s one-hour class-
es.” 
“It is $5 for a two hour workout. 
No one can beat those prices” Kappa 
Alpha Th eta member and frequent 
Zumba attendee Michelle Curry 
said. 
Chase added that the cost of the 
event has been lowered since last 
year from $10. Kappa Alpha Th eta 
is hoping that many people partici-
pate in Zumbathon this year. 
“Last year predominately Greek 
members and students of the 
Zumba teacher attended the 
event,” Chase reported. “It would 
be great if not only Greek mem-
bers supported the event, but all 
of campus as well,” she added. 
“Zumba is a Latin-inspired 
workout. Most fi tness centers 
promote it as a ‘fi tness party.’ 
It combines salsa, mambo and 
many other Latin dance moves 
and there is a huge emphasis on 
working our cores too. It’s usually 
an hour-long workout and some 
instructors will even include cur-
rent music in addition to all of 
the Latin music,” Curry said. 
 “Everyone should come to 
Zumbathon because it is for a 
great cause,” Curry stated.
 “CASA is an organization in 
which volunteers are trained to 
speak for the well being of abused 
and neglected children who are 
going through the foster court 
system. Th eta has had CASA as 
their national philanthropy since 
1989,” explained Schommer. 
Overall, “Everyone should ex-
pect some great music, crazy dance 
moves, probably some guys dressed 
in outrageous costumes and the 
possibility of burning 350 to 600 
calories in an hour,” Curry said.
“It should be great fun had by all,” 
Chase concluded. 
remains over whether or not the 
new democracy can provide what 
the previous regime could not: eco-
nomic growth, social justice and 
better education opportunities.  Th e 
burden of this task resides heav-
ily on the initiators of the change, 
young Egyptians.  
According to Jon Prentice, an In-
ternational German Studies Major, 
the primary feelings of uncertainty 
stem from the fact that “the Egyp-
tian people have lived under a dica-
torship for the last 30 years. Th e idea 
of a free democracy is very foreign 
to them. Th at in itself is a basic con-
cern. Th e people have no confi dence 
in the political system.” 
During an IPE brown bag lunch 
series talk on the future of Arab Pol-
itics, IPE professor Brad Dillman 
emphasized the signifi cance of the 
organization and leadership, par-
ticularly among young, educated 
Egyptians.   
Confi dence stemming from the 
younger generations relentless com-
mitment to democracy and the ef-
fectiveness of utilizing the technolo-
gies such as social network sites to 
mobilize protestors must contin-
ue to serve as inspiration for future 
leadership among young Egyptians. 
If Egypt can rely on their inven-
tiveness and determination, cer-
tainly the prospect of a better life for 
Egyptians for generations to come 
seems be in reach.  
“Young Egyptians will lead any 
democratic reforms. Unlike Eu-
rope, the majority of the population 
in the middle east is young. Th is is 
not a region to be ignored if we are 
looking to long-term demographic 
trends,” Prentice said.
In the middle east as a whole, and 
specifi cally as witnessed in Iran or 
Egypt, there appears to be a divide 
between the established ruling elite 
and the young professionals. 
the IRS website. 
Brock said that because of the 
cost of Puget Sound’s tuition, many 
of students are eligible. 
She also mentioned that the 
American Opportunity Cred-
it could also be a refund, meaning 
that if a student or their family does 
not owe the government any money 
then they could actually get money 
back with this credit. 
According to Brock, a large per-
centage of the University’s students 
are dependents of their parents, so 
“the parents are the ones that really 
want to utilize this credit because it’s 
going to serve them, where the stu-
dent with lower income isn’t gener-
ally going to be needing the credit.”
“My parents fi le taxes and fi ll out 
my FAFSA, but I don’t do it myself. I 
don’t fi le taxes because I don’t make 
enough money to necessitate it,” 
sophomore Kelli Conley said.
As written on the “Filing Require-
ments” form on the IRS website, 
parents can choose to include their 
children on their tax return if their 
children are under the age of 19 or 
are full-time students under the age 
of 24 at the end of 2010. Th e “Fil-
ing Requirements” document gives 
more information and also provides 
charts to see if you are required to 
fi le a return. 
For example, Chart A states that 
“IF your fi ling status is Single AND 
at the end of 2010 you were under 
65 THEN fi le a return if your gross 
income was at least $9,350.” Th ere 
are diff erent requirements and qual-
ifi cations if you are a dependent or 
other special situations. 
Brock explained that the Uni-
versity uses a third-party servicer, 
ECSI, to provide the forms for stu-
dents because the servicer can sup-
ply them online and available for ac-
cess 24/7. 
However, to deliver something 
electronically, the student’s permis-
sion is required. Th erefore, Student 
Financial Services sent out an email 
in November to urge students to 
sign up to receive their 1098-T form 
electronically. 
According to the email sent by 
Student Financial Services, students 
who signed up for electronic access 
can retrieve their 1098-T form on-
line at www.ecsi.net/1098T. 
Th e 1098-T form is a summary of 
tuition charges as well as grants or 
scholarships that students or their 
parents used during the calendar 
year, which could qualify them for 
annual educational tax credits. Stu-
dents who did not sign up for elec-
tronic access will receive their 1098-
T form in the mail 
“It’s also a sustainability issue, so 
we try to distribute everything elec-
tronically. Only about a third of our 
students signed up for that service 
for electronic notifi cation,” Brock 
said. 
“It’s [fi ling taxes] is a life skill that 
should be incorporated into our all-
encompassing education,” soph-
omore Taylor Cassell said when 
asked how she felt about the some-
what unfamiliar task.
“Read the fi ne print carefully,” 
Brock said as her last word of ad-
vice. 
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The following incidents have been reported to Security Services 
between February 22 and February 28 2011:
Bicycle stolen
A student reported their bicycle stolen from outside Anderson Lang-
don Hall where it was secured with a cable lock.
 
Malicious Mischief
There were two reported cases of lawn damage during the week.  
Damage to the lawn outside the Phi Delta Theta fraternity and on 
the West side of Wyatt were noted.  In both cases, it appears the 
damage was caused by vehicles being operated recklessly in the 
snow.
 
Theft from Todd Hall
Facilities staff noticed the portrait of Dr. Todd missing from the 
main foyer inside the main entrance.  The theft was reported to 
Security Services.
 
Crime Prevention Tips:
               
·         Always secure your room or ofﬁ ce space while you are away.  
Never leave personal or university property unattended or unse-
cured.
·         Help prevent crime by being an extra set of eyes and ears 
and reporting suspicious activity right away.  Security is open 24/7.  
The main reporting number is 253.879.3311.  Please program this 
number into your phone.
·         Please remember to activate the pedestrian crosswalk lights 
when crossing N. 11th Street to/from the Fieldhouse.  There are also 
crosswalk safety lights at N. 15th and Alder Streets.
Courtesy of Todd A. Badham, Director of Security Services
SeCUrit Y rePort
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pher Brennan said. 
“And even more paper can be 
eliminated if you reuse the stick-
er with your coff ee order on it, and 
keep it on your reusable mug,” Flood 
added. 
ASUPS is working towards estab-
lishing “water stations” throughout 
various locations on campus. 
Th e proposal for the stations 
seeks to hire a company that will 
retrofi t fountains and have a stilling 
station accessible for water bottles.
EGYPT
CONTINuEd FROM PAGE 1
The English department was 
incorrectly referred to as the 
English “departement” on the 
front page of news.
Nico Sophiea’s name was 
mispelled in a front page teaser.
Annette d’Autremont’s name was 
mispelled in her A&E byline.
There has been some concern 
regarding Tommy Stone’s article 
“An inside look at the houseless 
fraternity” and how it could be 
seen as biased journalism. The 
Trail would like to say that we 
thought this article had valuable 
information that readers would 
like to learn. However, we would 
like to apologize for offending 
any of our readership, especially 
those students involved in Greek 
Life.
Corrections
ACCESS PROGRAMS
2011 SUMMER ACADEMIC CHALLENGE
5 WEEKS OF
TEACHING, LEARNING, DIVERSITY & COMMUNITY
EARN
$12.12 an hour
Teaching Assistants are needed for our summer math and science enrichment program for local 
middle and high school students traditionally underrepresented in higher education.
            Teaching Assistants work June 20 - July 22, 2011
            From 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
             With a mandatory orientation meeting during spring term.
APPLICATION DEADLINE:  FRIDAY, APRIL 22, 2011
Interviews WEDNESDAY APRIL 27 – FRIDAY, APRIL 29.
Contact Access Programs
At 879-2827 or achallenge@pugetsound.edu
Or stop by our oﬃce, Howarth 215.
By CAITLIN DOXSIE
Theta Zumbathon approaches 
Fundraiser strives to attract non-Greeks
The Puget Sound Trail OpINIONS
March 4, 2011
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Want your opinion to be heard?
If you have a strong reaction to an article, e-mail us at 
trailops@pugetsound.edu, or visit our new website at 
trail.pugetsound.edu and share your voice with us. We will 
select responses each week to publish in the next issue.
By MEGAN EVANS
The Canadian Federation of Stu-
dents in Nova Scotia reacted when 
the government announced that 
they would be cutting funding to 
colleges by four percent.  
Recently on a snowy day in Can-
ada, college students hit the streets 
carrying signs that read, “Reduce 
fees, drop debt.” Another handmade 
sign succinctly summarized their 
purpose on the street as it read, “Ed-
ucation shouldn’t be a privilege.” 
What really underscores the dif-
ference between American colleges 
and Canadian colleges is the cost. 
While it is not unusual for college 
tuition in America to be between 
$40,000-50,000 a year, tuition in 
Canada usually costs less than 
$20,000 a year.
This difference in cost begs the 
question: who values higher educa-
tion more?
It is true that value can be mea-
sured by cost. Products that are 
considered better quality are near-
ly always more expensive. Therefore 
it could be assumed that colleges in 
America must be of a higher caliber 
than those in Canada. 
It could be true, yet few would ar-
gue that colleges in Canada, such as 
McGill University and the Univer-
sity of Toronto, are any less presti-
gious than private schools in the 
US.
Community colleges present an 
alternative to the crazy costs of pri-
vate and state schools, but they also 
carry less weight in a resumè. 
Few would deny that they would 
rather admit that they went to an 
Ivy League school than the commu-
nity college down the street. Com-
munity colleges appear to carry less 
value than other higher education 
options because they cost less.
Americans seem to take the lit-
eral value, i.e. how much it costs 
to directly represent its worth. 
By doing so, Americans alienate 
a part of the population who see 
higher education as too expensive 
and therefore unattainable or un-
necessary. 
Education then becomes just 
another commodity that strati-
fies our society.  Americans clear-
ly value education, but at the same 
time do not believe it is necessary 
for all members of society.
Canadians represent a differ-
ent way of valuing school systems. 
Higher education should be repre-
sented as a norm, not as an oppor-
tunity for the elite.  
By fighting for lower costs, Ca-
nadians are expressing their opin-
ion that higher education should 
be available to a much wider part 
of the population.
As it stands, America is making 
a statement that higher education 
does not need to be offered to all.  
Students who can afford high-
er education, and especially those 
who can afford an expensive edu-
cation, often forget that there are 
people who do not even consider 
college after high school. 
Students who can afford higher 
education should not ignore their 
counterparts. Lack of education 
affects the country as a whole, and 
we have a civic duty to make sure 
a higher and equally valued edu-
cation is available to all.
Canadian students engage the 
government in protest because 
they value the cumulative educa-
tion of all of their citizens.
If higher education was truly 
valued, then US schools and the 
government would find ways to 
make education accessible to ev-
eryone. 
If colleges in Canada can oper-
ate on thousands dollars less, than 
surely American colleges can find 
ways to cut costs. 
Canadian students protest cost of education
By SUZY SpONGEWORTHY
We all know the scene. 80s furni-
ture mismatched perplexingly with 
smooth 70s grooves. Enter a buff 
man with a hairless chest and a bux-
om, scantily clad woman, neither of 
which are particularly memorable. 
Brief yet still painful dialogue, usu-
ally corny and poorly acted. Then 
come the sexual acts that are not re-
ally “making love” or “having sex,” 
but rather straight f-cking. The clas-
sic porno. 
For all the shit it gets (sometimes 
from me), porn is a fascinating fac-
et of our sexual culture. The idea of 
it is promising but the execution of 
mainstream porn undoubtedly af-
fects our culture negatively. 
It is scary that porn is so prevalent 
a source used to learn about these 
acts outside of, and sometimes in-
stead of, experimenting with a part-
ner. There has to be some perspective 
and conscientiousness while watch-
ing.
Overall, porn as a sexual educa-
tion tool is a tricky subject. In a cul-
ture where the level of commodifica-
tion and commercial value of sex is 
so high, it makes sense people turn 
to porn to see what doing sexual acts 
like blowjobs, cunnilingus, doggy 
style, etc. might look like. 
Especially during the awkward 
growth into sexuality, everyone’s cu-
rious. Questions are forming that are 
not answered in our system of subpar 
sexual education. 
Plus, asking about blowies during 
a parental sex talk might actually be 
the worst thing ever. So it makes 
sense that people turn to porn.
However, the problem is that the 
majority of easily available (free, 
online) porn is misogynistic, het-
eronormative, dehumanizing and 
strongly enforces gender stereo-
types.
For example, lot of body stereo-
types are perpetuated, as seen by 
the juiced up men and titty-pop-
pin’ women, that can cause view-
By MACKENZIE HEpKER 
  It seems like everyone is under at-
tack for their beliefs these days. 
Whether it’s pressure from your 
parents, fostering a political agenda 
or simply fuming in your bedroom 
over a conversation you’ve just had 
or something you’ve seen on TV, the 
tension between different groups of 
people and their ideas is impossible 
to escape. 
This tension is particularly promi-
nent between two groups: the funda-
mentally religious and the bombastic 
atheist. The mutual intolerance of-
ten held by both extreme atheists and 
extreme fundamentalists is not only 
limiting to compromise and prog-
ress, but to their own potential happi-
ness and the existential maturity each 
group claims to have.
David Tinsley, a German professor 
who also instructs the popular fresh-
man seminar “The Problem of Evil” 
here at Puget Sound, offers much in-
sight on the mechanisms behind this 
intolerance. 
“There are two dilemmas that all 
human beings are confronted with,” 
Tinsley said. 
These form the basis of our own 
personal dogma. One is the practi-
cal dilemma: how to survive and get 
by. Research on evolution mostly re-
volves around this dilemma and the 
genetic manifestations that help to 
solve it. The other is the existential 
dilemma, where organisms like hu-
mans, capable of abstract reasoning, 
then wonder: why should I survive? 
What’s the point? 
The existential field has been re-
ligion’s turf for millennia, but evo-
lution has recently stepped in with 
overwhelming evidence, and the en-
suing competition has been nasty 
and unproductive. 
Tinsley feels that the real rhetoric 
war started because of the church’s 
periodic direct involvement in the 
political process. “Self-appointed 
‘spokespeople’ of atheism have said, 
‘Let’s fight back!’” he said. “And so 
this is what you have going on.”
This is clear in ongoing media de-
Point US in the right direction: Canadian students protest to put a stop to cuts in college funds.
More empathy needed 
in core beliefs debate
Don’t learn from porn
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This letter is in response to 
Tommy Stone’s article, “An in-
side look at the houseless frater-
nity” in the Features section of 
the Feb. 25 issue of The Trail. 
Dear Trail,  
I admire the chutzpah it must 
have taken to remove your jour-
nalistic integrity entirely from 
the equation in making your de-
cision to run “An inside look at 
the houseless fraternity” in the 
Features section of your usually 
above-average paper. 
The quality of writing was ad-
equate, but what offended me 
most as a fellow writer was the 
total lack of journalistic objec-
tivity. To have an article which is 
so blatantly brown-nosing an in-
stitution (to which, I might add, 
the member belongs) completely 
undermines the purpose of jour-
nalism as a tool for informing the 
public.   
I appreciate Stone’s enthusi-
asm for joining a new Greek or-
ganization. I myself joined Beta 
Theta Pi only last year, and agree 
that being part of a fraternity is a 
very enriching experience, and I 
can only hope SAE is likewise a 
place where young men can fos-
ter growth in themselves. Howev-
er, I do not convert that enthusi-
asm into self-indulgence which is 
then passed off as fact. Where, I 
wonder, were the editors in this? 
Did no one at any point say: “You 
know, perhaps this belongs in the 
Opinion section?” 
I look at the introductory 
paragraph and the allusions to 
the “campus chaos of Crossover 
weekend,” and I struggle to un-
derstand how the festivities that 
occurred then were somehow 
more rambunctious than the av-
erage weekend in the UPS com-
munity. In fact, as I recall, there 
was a well-attended and notice-
ably alcohol free pizza party in 
Harned Hall that afternoon. Was 
this, I wonder, the debauch to 
which the writer refers? 
Looking to the future, if any of 
your writers look to define an or-
ganization as different from its 
other rivals, I would recommend, 
if nothing else, at least making 
the modicum of effort to stop by 
and ask a member what they do. 
The sheer laziness that is demon-
strated by this article’s exclusions 
should be frustrating, if not of-
fensive, to anyone who looks at 
journalism as a legitimate profes-
sion. Let’s take a moment to ex-
amine the things that SAE alleg-
edly does so differently from the 
others: 
Alcohol-free social events with 
sororities? The other fraternities 
do those. 
Lectures on responsible social 
conduct? The other fraternities 
do those. 
Relay for Life? The other fra-
ternities do those. 
Community service: Not only 
do the other fraternities do this, 
but they do it well. Last semes-
ter the members of Beta aver-
aged eleven and a half hours of 
community service per mem-
ber.  
Again, while I wish nothing 
but the best for SAE in the fu-
ture, I ask that it kindly reserve 
such navel-gazing narcissism for 
Greek Week like the rest of the 
houses do. And to the Trail, I sin-
cerely hope that in the future you 
have the wherewithal to put your 
journalistic integrity above your 
need to fill space on a page. 
Thank you, 
Thomas Crawford
L e t t e r  t o 
t h e  e d i t o r
see PORN page 4
see EMPATHY page 4
Love: Cindy Gallop, founder 
of Make Love Not Porn, 
believes in differentiating 
between porn sex and love.
PHOTO COURTESY / BLISSTREE.COM
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Female listeners not deterred by rap’s crudity 
By MATT KITTO
There are some things I will never 
understand about women. Why do 
you go to the bathroom in groups? 
Why do you ask for my opinion if 
you don’t have any plans on taking 
it in to consideration? Why do you 
listen to and enjoy rap music?
The last question is the most per-
plexing to me. I enjoy an awkward 
conversation at the urinal and at 
least you want me to feel included, 
but rap music, seriously?
Last year I was on a date with 
my girlfriend. It was a warm sum-
mer day, we were planning on go-
ing for a hike and I thought every-
thing was good in the world. After 
five minutes of an unusually quiet 
car ride I asked if everything was 
okay. It wasn’t. 
That day happened to be our sev-
enteen week anniversary and I was 
an “idiot” for forgetting. As I was 
in the middle of apologizing, she 
turned on the stereo, plugged in 
her iPod and our conversation for 
the ride was terminated. 
Her choice of song was “Dead 
Wrong” by Biggie. As we drove 
down I-205 we listened to Biggie’s 
descriptive stories of abusing a 
woman and then stealing her mon-
ey, bag and clothes.
We followed that up with em-
powering songs like Lil Wayne’s 
“Ask Dem Hoes,” Birdman’s “Pop-
ping Bottles,” and Soulja Boy’s 
“Tell’em.” 
But in the eyes of my girlfriend, 
I was the bad guy. Surprisingly, our 
relationship didn’t work out. 
I should have remembered our 
“anniversary,” but my failure to re-
member a seventeen week anniver-
sary is nowhere near as offensive as 
the belittling lyrics women listen to 
every day in rap songs.
Guys are not the worst things in 
the world. Sure we skip a shower 
every once in awhile, we think sit-
ting on a couch for hours at a time 
watching a football game is a per-
fectly acceptable use of time and 
we forget “anniversaries” fairly fre-
quently. But we’re not the enemy. 
“I really like the beats” fresh-
man Juliana Weiss said. “I honestly 
couldn’t tell you the lyrics to half of 
the rap songs I listen to.”
I listen to rap music. I can’t iden-
tify with the rappers, their life sto-
ries or the things that they rap 
about but if “In Da Club” comes up 
on shuffle, I’m not pressing skip. 
But, if I was ever listening to a 
song that called me stupid, con-
stantly described me as a sex object 
and belittled any of my aspirations 
I would change the song. 
I don’t blame the rappers for the 
offensive lyrics. They produce a 
product and consumers buy it. Is 
rap music the Taylor Swift for men? 
“I don’t listen to rap music if 
something with a girl doesn’t work 
out, I nut up,” freshman Trey Che-
nier said. “I listen to rap music be-
cause it’s funny, easy to listen to, 
and gets me jacked.” 
“I get psyched when I hear rap 
music,” Weiss said. “I don’t think 
about the lyrics, I just like the pas-
sion and intensity of the songs.”
Well, that doesn’t make sense. 
Rap music doesn’t exactly speak to 
a woman’s sense of feminism or be-
lief in equality. In fact, rap does ev-
erything it can to be offensive, be-
littling and sometimes disgusting.
I guess I’ll never understand the 
allure of rap music to women. But 
there are a lot of things I’ll never 
understand about women. I should 
probably start learning soon.   
ers to feel bad about their own bod-
ies. Beyond that, genitals come in all 
shapes, sizes, colors and varieties, yet 
most porn gives preference to huge 
penises and a very limited range of 
vulva styles. 
Though we often openly discuss 
penis size in our culture, there is also 
an alarming trend of labiaplasty and 
other cosmetic surgery to “fix” fe-
male genitals when usually the pa-
tient wants to “correct” natural varia-
tion.
 Both affect our culture negative-
ly by causing self-consciousness of 
one’s beautiful, unique body that 
could inhibit one’s ability to experi-
ence sex outside of on a screen. 
A connection and intimacy be-
tween two people is largely left out in 
porn. I encourage everyone to look at 
makelovenotporn.com which distin-
guishes between real world sex and 
porn, and includes this point. In the 
best porn, apparent is a connection 
complete with eye contact, physical 
affection and a feel that sex is not a 
chore or a job but an expression of 
intimacy. 
Most porn, to me, borders on de-
humanizing and it feels like one is 
just watching two animals passion-
lessly mate. 
Also dehumanizing is the dis-
turbing porn out there where sex is 
a novelty. Someone once told me “If 
you can think of it, there’s probably 
porn of it.” 
How did we get there? Desensi-
tization came up when I talked to a 
straight male friend of mine. “The 
more porn you watch, the more dif-
ficult it is to be turned on by it, that’s 
why you have things like Two Girls 
One Cup,” he said. 
This also applies to violent porn, 
which echoes a problem our society 
has with eroticizing violence.
Another big thing in the realm of 
pornography and otherwise is that 
respect is often compromised. Em-
phatically jizzing on a female on her 
knees is bound to be more of a power 
thing than a sexy thing. Sex should 
not be a power trip. 
Flaws aside, there are merits to the 
resource.
A female sophomore, and per-
sonal friend, finds value in porn as a 
learning tool. “I like watching porn 
because it gives me new ideas for sex 
positions. And it makes me more 
comfortable in sexual situations be-
cause it’s an example of how to act,” 
she said. 
I totally support using porn as in-
spiration for a creative and imagina-
tive sex life. The same friend also en-
lightened me to one of her motives 
for first watching porn. “I was curi-
ous how two girls have sex togeth-
er and porn has solved my conun-
drum,” she said. 
Everyone should be able to watch 
porn without feeling bad or ashamed. 
It is not dirty or for sexual deviants 
and is something that we should dis-
cuss more instead of letting it be one 
of the most taboo topics out there.
There seems to be a pretty big dif-
ference in women and men’s rela-
tionship to porn, especially when it 
comes to being openly admitting to 
watching porn. 
“In our society it’s a common as-
sumption that men watch porn and 
jack off, but the idea of a woman 
alone in her room with her laptop 
‘jilling off ’ is thought to be unfemi-
nine unless it’s with or for someone 
else” junior Ruby Aliment said. 
Porn is not inherently bad and is 
sometimes really great to watch, but 
must be viewed with a conscious and 
critical eye. Also, as porn can be iso-
lating and even addicting, my best 
advice is use it to supplementary ac-
tual experience and personal creativ-
ity in what gets your motor revved.
bates between activists of atheism 
such as Richard Dawkins and Chris-
topher Hitchens, and activists of fun-
damentalism such as William Lane 
Craig—debates that go nowhere but 
serve to fuel the fire between the two 
groups.
Many GOP politicians also con-
sistently attempt to further their own 
interests on the basis of religion, re-
gardless of the consequences (i.e. 
the recent attack on Planned Parent-
hood). And science has all but di-
vorced itself from religion whatsoev-
er, and seems determined to remain 
closed off to any question with reli-
gious undertones or implications. 
“There’s been a polarization…
and the fringes of both sides have al-
ways been completely unwilling to 
let the other side speak,” Tinsley said. 
“You’re not interested in dialogue, 
you’re interested in scoring points.” 
Alan Wallace, a prominent schol-
ar, speaker and Buddhist, recently 
gave a talk here at Puget Sound about 
his book Contemplative Science. In it, 
he unites the purposes of both reli-
gion and science by calling for a uni-
fication of the study of neuroscience 
and the mental well-being that can 
be found in personal philosophy, also 
noting that the polarization of the 
two extremes had hindered progress.
He says that scientific research has 
just recently focused on mental well-
being, in which spirituality is wide-
ly acknowledged to have a positive 
effect, and that funding for such re-
search has been limited because “the 
nature of well-being and its behav-
ioral effects are not well-understood.” 
Yet the practices of science are gener-
ally founded on discovering what is 
not yet known.
Given this, Wallace speculates that 
this type of research has rarely been 
attempted because of the tension be-
tween modern science and mod-
ernized religion. “Such unease has a 
strong historical basis, so it should be 
taken seriously,” Wallace writes. “But 
there are also historical roots to the 
principles of contemplation and of 
science that suggest a possible recon-
ciliation between the two approach-
es.” 
A mutual understanding of why 
views differ could lead to greater 
compromise and general empathy 
between the two extremes, which 
would undoubtedly have great effects 
on our society. 
In the film Promises, a documenta-
ry about bringing internally torment-
ed Israeli and Palestinian children 
together via an American mentor to 
work through their dogmatic per-
ceptions about each other, embit-
tered children brainwashed by their 
communities experienced less bias 
towards their professed “enemies” 
when they got to know them as peo-
ple before knowing their ethnicity.
 The children, surprised, found 
that they could suddenly relate to 
each others’ deep-seated issues, and 
that the dogma that had been fed to 
them was not necessarily the truth. 
They were able to overcome these is-
sues and happily coexist, something 
they never thought possible. 
If the world’s extremist “spokes-
people” did this and projected that 
onto the world instead of talking 
trash, it would undoubtedly foster 
greater peace for society at large.
In his seminar on evil, Tinsley’s 
students critically study the answers 
both religion and science have given 
through a wide range of literary texts. 
This is exactly the type of critical 
examination that intolerant atheists 
and fundamentalists should engage 
in if they want to have any semblance 
of rationality to the other side and 
have a rewarding exchange of ideas.
“We have dogma on both sides, 
and what does dogma do? Dogma 
stops inquiry,” Tinsley said. 
And it is inquiry, examination, ob-
servation and introspection (think-
ing) that has led to all the great 
religions and is fuel for scientific dis-
covery. 
Tolerance is necessary—being 
dogmatic completely misses the point 
of any existential journey. If the great 
religions and science are to be used as 
examples of sources of dogma, then it 
misses the original point of their very 
premises. This is why dogmatism in 
itself lowers credibility. 
Extremists should be careful not to 
weed out everything that is “wrong” 
based on dogma, and accept or con-
sider what seems “right” even if it 
sours or taints their current belief 
system. Anything remotely intrigu-
ing in between should be pursued 
from multiple angles—one can’t be-
come enlightened, or claim to be so, if 
they don’t attempt to learn anything. 
Asking “why” is the core tenet, the 
source, for science and religion alike. 
If the two ask each other and listen 
to the response, they may find them-
selves as taken aback as two polarized 
Middle Eastern children who just re-
alized they were friends.
Ladies in da club: Why do women listen to rap music? It’s misogynistic and belittling, but the beats are irresistable. 
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MA in Social & 
Sustainable Management
An innovative 1-year graduate business degree 
for the non-business major.
It’s here...an accessible business degree for non-
business majors who want to diversify their skill sets, 
increase their marketability, and advance their careers 
while helping to bring hope to the future of our world. 
•   Learn ethical and sound business practices 
that respect both people and the planet
•   Develop relevant, real-world skills in accounting, 
fi nance, economics, marketing, and management
•   Train and work beside a select group of intelligent, 
like-minded students in a hands-on educational model
•   Study abroad in both China and India– 
the world’s fastest growing emerging markets
•   Intern with Seattle’s top businesses 
and network with local professionals
Apply today. www.spu.edu/massm
help yourself. 
help the world.
“HEY YOU,” Dear who I 
talked with in the drawing 
studio, you are a strong, loving, 
gorgeous and talented woman 
and you will pull through into 
some light soon. 
“HEY YOU,” Ridiculous 
amounts of cute girls wearing 
midri  shirts in subzero weath-
er, I have no idea what you are 
thinking, but please for the 
love of god make it a tradition. 
I’ll be there with a cup of hot 
chocolate and a blanket when 
ya’ll come down with colds.
“HEY YOU,” Gramma po-
lice, you’re to slow to catch me!
“HEY YOU,” Sneezer with 
the metal, you gotta take that 
out when yo allergies act up!
“HEY YOU,” DJ Slide: 
Chute, you good.
“HEY YOU,” Everything I 
have to say to you is speci c 
and libelous in nature, except 
for this, dickwad.
“HEY YOU,” Matchmaker, 
light me a  re or something.
“HEY YOU,” With the dark 
hair and the pretty eyes, I love 
loking at you across Spanish 
class, senorita.
“HEY YOU,” Would you like 
a Moon-Pie?
“HEY YOU,” Trail writer, 
as an art history major it hurt 
when you called Catedral de 
Santiago de Compostela the 
Cathedral of Santiago. Please 
use proper names next time.
“HEY YOU,” B-ball boy. 
Since you had the cajones to 
randomly ask for my number in 
Diversions you seem interest-
ing. One more convo and you’ll 
probably get my number.
“HEY YOU,” It’s not journal-
ism when you write an article 
about how great your fraternity 
is.
“HEY YOU,” You didn’t give 
me a bid, you don’t want me to 
be an RA, and you didn’t give 
my friends and I a theme house. 
I’m here to tell you that I am 
an amazing person and you’re 
missing out. Reject me all you 
want, you will not win because 
only way I’m leaving this place 
is feet  rst.
“HEY YOU,” Mmmm. mmm. 
Yeahhhh! Mmmm. Okay! Yes! 
Good! Yeeaaaww!
“HEY YOU,” Me. Stop tak-
ing so many naps and beat o  
less.
“HEY YOU,” Point De ance, 
I like your wood! Same time 
next week?
“HEY YOU,” Diversions 
–I’m sorry but we all have 
“things” to do. Oppenheimer 
pulled me shots @ 5:02 p.m. 
& you wouldn’t make me hot 
chocolate at 11:55 p.m. Do the 
math.
“HEY YOU,” Boosh lover! I 
need to know you–Crimp o  
sometime?
“HEY YOU,” Cutie in the 
hat–why so shy? Come over 
and chat me up instead of just 
smiling.
“HEY YOU,” Wraps in the 
to-go freezer. Words cannot 
express the joy you bring to my 
tummy.
“HEY YOU,” Blondie. 
Nonfat milk actually has more 
calories than soy. Enjoy!
“HEY YOU,” Tallest tree on 
campus, how come the elf never 
comes down with cookies??
“HEY YOU,” DJ Steal yo 
Girl… mmm take me. 
“HEY YOU,” Bring back the 
cocoa pu s to the sub!! Not 
having them makes me sad :(. 
“HEY YOU,” Awkward 
facebook chatter, these conver-
sations are like pulling teeth. 
What are your intentions?!
“HEY YOU,” Whatchu doin 
at 5:30? Come wach the KUPS 
DJs 2nd annual Boom Box Pa-
rade or grab your ghetto blaster 
and join in. DJ solidarity!!!
“HEY YOU,” gimpy with the 
stubble, you can crawl under 
my covers to spoon any night.
“HEY YOU,” Mace Girl.  
Your mace is a challenge to me; 
I accept.
“HEY YOU,” WWMD?
“HEY YOU,” English in-
terns...
Want to submit a Hey You? 
E-mail 
trailheyyou@pugetsound.edu 
or put one in the box in 
Diversions Cafe.
Th e Trail will never publish 
Hey Yous that explicitly refer to 
individuals or groups, contain 
identifying information or drug 
and alcohol references, or are 
hateful or libelous in nature. 
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By GRACE HEERMAN
Puget Sound may not be known 
for its religious diversity, but Inter-
faith Coordinators Adriana Flores, 
Rebecca Short and Ian Fox are in-
spired to change that with the in-
formation they took away from the 
fifth national conference for colle-
giate interfaith councils last week-
end.
Held on the Princeton Universi-
ty campus, “Coming Together 5: A 
Venture Across Religious Bound-
aries” was put on with the goal of 
helping eliminate religious division 
in collegiate communities by pro-
viding student leaders with the op-
portunity to discuss how to do so on 
their respective campuses.
Coming Together (CT) sum-
mits, held annually since 2006, are 
planned and designed by student 
and staff leadership from the host 
institution with support from the 
Association of College and Univer-
sity Religious Affairs (ACURA), a 
consortium of University Chaplains 
and Deans of Religious Life.
“We launched CT to offer a 
chance for students in our programs 
to meet, exchange ideas, learn from 
one another, and develop a sense 
of national connection,” ACURA 
member and Puget Sound Chaplain 
Dave Wright said. Wright has been 
instrumental in enabling Puget 
Sound students to attend these an-
nual conferences.
He sees conferences like this as 
especially crucial for smaller cam-
puses like Puget Sound where stu-
dents lack exposure to the breadth 
of religious diversity that larger uni-
versity students would have. “The 
chance for students to learn from 
one another and get a sense of the 
broad religious diversity of our so-
ciety and the world is tremendous, 
and CT does this like nothing else I 
know,” he said.
What sets Coming Together apart 
from similar interfaith summits is 
its ability to foster close ties between 
student attendees through its com-
mitment to peer-to-peer learning.
This year’s conference consisted 
of workshops presented by students 
on topics such as pluralism without 
relativism, interfaith diplomacy and 
religious extremism. Flores, Fox and 
Short were selected to present on 
the topic of navigating situations of 
ethical disagreement.
Other events included religious 
open houses for students to partici-
pate in worship from different reli-
gious communities, and a keynote 
speech from Dr. Eboo Patel, head 
of Interfaith Youth Core and mem-
ber of President Obama’s Advisory 
Council on Faith-Based Neighbor-
hood Partnerships.
“Each year students bring back a 
great deal of energy, new ideas, bor-
rowed ideas and a deeper sense of 
what we might accomplish to pro-
vide rich opportunities at Puget 
Sound,” Wright said. Attendees of 
CT 1 in 2004 presented plans to 
adapt Kilworth Chapel to offer flexi-
ble spaces to accommodate multiple 
religious rituals. This winter, Facil-
ities Services completed construc-
tion on these spaces, which have 
been designed for Muslim prayer, 
meditation and yoga practices. 
Flores, Fox and Short returned 
with similar aspirations for the 
Puget Sound campus and a better 
understanding of its shortcomings 
when it comes to religious plural-
ism.
“Puget Sound’s campus is very 
secular, which is okay, but unfor-
tunately with a noticeable helping 
of hostility and disrespect toward 
people of dissimilar spiritual views,” 
Short said.
To counteract this secularity, In-
terfaith Coordinators are planning 
several events concerning religious 
discussion, interfaith dialogue and 
service/social justice work. “We can 
create real, lasting, positive change 
in the world if we network with each 
other and bounce off each others’ 
ideas and enthusiasm,” Short said.
“There needs to be more discus-
sion and dialogue within the entire 
Puget Sound community about dif-
ficult issues like faith and religion,” 
Fox said. “This would help make the 
campus a more inviting place for 
people of poorly represented reli-
gions.”
The conference also helped Flores 
recognize an opportunity to create a 
more diverse community from the 
ground up. “Being involved in Inter-
faith Council and the Campus Visit 
Program, I am inspired to make it a 
priority that all students feel com-
fortable on this campus so that we 
can attract a more diverse and ac-
commodating religious communi-
ty,” she said.
To learn more about Interfaith 
Council or religious life on cam-
pus, go to www.pugetsound.edu/
student-life and click on Spirituality, 
Service & Social Justice.
By LAURA HOLLISTER
The decision to study abroad can 
be one of the most important and 
anticipated in your undergraduate 
career. Keeping in mind the mul-
titude of locations where  you can 
study, classes needed for your ma-
jors or minors, credit transferal 
and numerous other details can be 
a lot to handle. 
However, as a student studying 
abroad, I also know that an im-
portant factor in choosing where 
you want to study for the next five 
months or year is also based on the 
culture and language of the coun-
try and, more importantly, the 
food. Thus, I would like to dedi-
cate this week’s column to the cui-
sine of Spain and what you should 
look out for when choosing a study 
abroad location.
First off, it would be helpful to 
actually know a little about the 
cuisine of the country where you 
wish to study before arriving and 
discovering that you will be hun-
gry for a semester. A warning to 
all vegetarians and vegans who are 
planning to study abroad: the Med-
iterranean is not the best place to 
travel if you refuse to eat animals, 
seafood or otherwise.  
If you are a devout vegetarian, 
you will not find a wide variety of 
food to satisfy your hunger. For 
example, I don’t think I have ever 
seen tofu here in Spain, except pos-
sibly in specialty shops. Most veg-
etarians survive on a diet of cheese 
and bread; however, the host fami-
lies are accommodating and will do 
their best to make sure that you are 
properly fed.    
For the rest of you going abroad, 
do yourself a favor and read up on 
the local cuisine before you trav-
el. I, unfortunately, did not, and 
am learning at the expense of my 
forever-empty stomach that the 
food in Spain is quite similar to the 
United States. However, the sched-
ule for eating is incredibly differ-
ent.  
Breakfast here practically doesn’t 
exist, so if you get low blood sug-
ar levels keep in mind that you will 
need snacks. Lunch is always the 
largest meal of the day and if you 
are in a homestay situation do not 
ever miss this meal.  
Dinner is kind of more of an ap-
By TOMMY STONE
It all began with the Chinese 
character for harmony, “hé.” Al-
most 20 years ago, the board for the 
non-profit organization the Chi-
nese Reconciliation Park Founda-
tion had their first meeting to dis-
cuss why it was important to found 
a park in Tacoma that reflected this 
simple, beautiful word. 
Board members Lotus Perry, a 
Chinese language professor here at 
Puget Sound; Lihuang Wung, the 
project manager; Bill Evans and 
Larry and Theresa Pan Hosley, are 
some of the dedicated individuals 
who have been involved with the 
project since its humble beginnings 
in 1992. 
In recognition of Tacoma’s eth-
nically and religiously varied pop-
ulation, the board found it impor-
tant that the park should stand as an 
icon for diversity, a park made to in-
form and inspire. 
Not only the board was in favor of 
this idea, but the city council of Ta-
coma voted unanimously in support 
of the Chinese Reconciliation Park. 
Theresa Pan Hosley, a respected Ta-
coma resident and highly influential 
member of the board, hoped that 
this message was put across with the 
introduction of the new park: “Ev-
eryone is welcome in Tacoma.”
For those who haven’t noticed 
it, perhaps on the way to Seattle or 
elsewhere, a bright red Chinese pa-
goda, or “ting,” has been erected 
on Commencement Bay’s water-
front–the central attraction of the 
gorgeous four-acre park. The 30 by 
40-foot pavilion was actually a gift 
from Tacoma’s sister city in China, 
Fuzhou. It was comprised of a total 
of 7,300 pieces that were sent along 
with three skilled Chinese crafts-
men, as well as an interpreter, to 
help with the assembly. 
Additionally, with its beautiful 
gardens, intricately carved stones, 
weaving gravel pathways and a 
pearly white bridge, the new park is 
sure to be a popular visiting spot for 
Tacoma’s residents before and after 
its projected completion in May. 
Now that the park’s fences are 
down, people are free to stroll 
throughout Tacoma’s new testament 
to religious and ethnic harmony.
However, such sentiment has not 
always been a part of Tacoma’s his-
tory. On Nov. 3, 1885, roughly 200 
of Tacoma’s remaining Chinese res-
idents were forcibly expelled from 
the city—many Chinese families 
even had their houses burned. 
Although Chinese-American 
tensions were high at the time (i.e., 
the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882), 
it remains a historically shameful 
act that Tacoma has been forced to 
deal with as a community. 
The park, although beautifully 
moving, does not excuse the past. 
It does send a powerful message, 
however, to which the Chinese are 
quickly responding.
Within the past 18 months, 
$782,000 worth of trade has taken 
place between Fuzhou and Tacoma. 
Not only that, but a major Chinese 
investor is in the process of meet-
ing with Tacoma’s mayor, Marilyn 
Strickland, right now—a change 
that could ultimately affect the over-
all prosperity of the Tacoma com-
munity. 
In the past, China’s focus has 
mostly overlooked Tacoma, prefer-
ring trade with Seattle instead. Now 
it seems that the floodgates to re-
lations with the people of Fuzhou 
have been thrown wide open. 
Young people are beginning to 
express their interest in helping out 
at the park, including local high 
school students as well as students 
from Pacific Lutheran University 
and Puget Sound. Moreover, they’ve 
expressed interest in eventually ex-
changing letters, visits and other 
forms of communication with the 
people of Fuzhou.
Powerfully enacting the harmo-
nious sentiment of the Chinese 
Reconciliation Park, roughly 300 
people walked from the old train 
station down to the park as part of 
the Walk for Reconciliation, on Oct. 
30, 2010—the 125th anniversary of 
Tacoma’s evacuation of the Chinese. 
By this time, a decent amount of 
progress had been made in the park. 
However, the symbolic walk was 
what really caught the attention of 
the press, and even Seattle is now in 
the process of creating a project to 
commemorate its own indecent acts 
towards the Chinese and other tar-
geted groups of the past.
For more information about the 
park, visit tacomachinesepark.org. 
But if you’re eager to experience the 
park first-hand, simply walk down 
the hill on 31st St. down to the wa-
terfront until you reach 1741 N. 
Schuster Pkwy. Although the park 
isn’t finished yet, the feeling of rec-
onciliation is already present, the 
sense of “hé,” intact.
PHOTO COURTESY / LAURA HOLLISTER
Snack Time: A look at the 
tasty treats Laura is enjoying in 
Spain: churros and gelato.
Seeing Spain: Cuisine Students and staff come together
Reconciliation Park: Tacoma’s next big “ting”
PHOTO COURTESY / DANIEL PENDLETON
Pagoda: Tacoma’s coming park houses its newest gift from Fuzhou, China: the Fuzhou ting.
By JESSY LYNN
An air of anticipation hangs over 
many students on the Puget Sound 
campus.  Many upperclassmen have 
applied to study abroad in the com-
ing year and they are anxiously 
awaiting the results of their applica-
tions that were due on Feb. 15.  
Students applied to schools all 
over the world, from Tanzania to 
Denmark. 
According to the study abroad 
website, “The Office of International 
Programs focuses on providing op-
portunities for International educa-
tion and fostering an appreciation 
for cultural diversity at the Univer-
sity of Puget Sound.” 
The Office of International Pro-
grams, located in Howarth 215, has 
a wonderful staff that has gives indi-
vidual support to each student look-
ing to study abroad. 
“Jan Moore was really helpful in 
choosing an abroad location,” soph-
omore Alison Crabb said. 
Crabb was unsure of her ideal 
SEE APPlICATIONS PAGE 7
Study abroad applications finalized for the upcoming year
SEE CuISINE PAGE 7
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By SHELBY TAYLOR
Seventy-seven. The number of 
days until the class of 2013 declares 
their majors. 
But never fear second years, as 
this space considers Science, Tech-
nology and Society (STS), a major 
or minor on the smaller side sure to 
appeal to the humanistic scientists 
among you.
Should you find the two areas of 
study contradictory, the interdisci-
plinary program contextualizes sci-
entific knowledge by considering 
how it arises from society, according 
to STS director and physics profes-
sor James Evans. 
Evans, along with a smattering of 
STS students, demystified the major 
and minor that few know exist.
A “fair number of faculty were 
interested in broader issues and six 
years ago proposed the major,” Ev-
ans said. The interdisciplinary pro-
gram has been on the rise ever since. 
“As of right now, we have 33 de-
clared majors and minors. Twelve 
STS majors and one minor will 
graduate this May,” he contin-
ued. Among them are Casey Ar-
cher, Danielle Sacks, Kayla Tuteur 
and Tamara Logsdon, who were all 
drawn to STS after just one class.
“Sophomore year I took STS 201 
and found it incredibly interesting. 
As the semester progressed I began 
to look at additional STS courses 
and liked what I saw,” Archer said.
For Sacks, “I needed to fill a space 
the first semester my freshman year. 
I took the Intro to STS course. It 
blew my mind. I love learning the 
‘soft’ aspects of science. In my first 
major, physics, the importance of 
what we are learning is usually left 
out in favor of more math.”
“Darwin in his Time” drew in 
both Tuteur and Logsdon. “I had 
absolutely no idea what STS was but 
was excited to be studying an area of 
science that did not revolve around 
big textbooks, lab work and home-
work problem sets. I did not even 
know that studying the history of 
science was an option in academics 
before this,” Logsdon said.
Each of the students’ tracks vary, 
representative of the mix that is STS.
Archer’s interest lies in the histo-
ry of physics in the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries and the Ameri-
can Eugenics movement; Sacks’ fo-
cus includes physics and gender 
issues in science and Tuteur want-
ed to see the effects of how science 
works on a global level. 
“My particular interest/focus is 
paleobiology and bioethics, but I 
was able to incorporate my experi-
ence and interest in the other scienc-
es into my major. I like being able to 
have this wide background because 
it acts as a tool for understanding a 
broader field of topics and picking 
just one area of science would be too 
difficult,” Logsdon said. 
Such divergent perspectives make 
for layered conversations. “Some 
are into hard science and bring that 
knowledge to group discussions. 
Others have a more social empha-
sis,” Tuteur said. 
Additionally, the emphases are fit 
to a contract, informing ancillary 
courses and electives. 
The culmination of the major/mi-
nor requirements is a senior cap-
stone. “This makes for a sense of be-
longing,” Evans said. 
Such association also translates 
into Students of the History of Tech-
nology and Science (SHOTS), an 
organization that meets outside the 
classroom. 
From making excursions to sci-
entific exhibits in Portland and Se-
attle to partnering to bring lecturers 
onto campus, the student-run club 
is a testament to the closeness of a 
community.
Professor
spotlight
By ALLY LEVER
d e N i S e  d e S P r e S
professor of: English
Nickname: None
Birthday: January 13
Hometown: Columbus Ohio (I was literally born on campus at Ohio 
State University!)
Kids/pets:  One son, Nicholas, age 17, a Rescue Boxer named Kirby 
and an adopted German Shepherd named Regina
favorite food (S.U.B. or not):  Eggplant
favorite Music: Bach and the Rolling Stones
Back-up Career plan: Curator of Medieval Art
Kirk or picard:  Are you kidding? Picard.
please describe one of the following to someone who has never seen 
or heard of it - America, the pacific Northwest, jeggings, “Jersey 
Shore”, a freshman: 
The Pacific Northwest:  Sea and sky on the edge of the world
favorite Undergraduate Memory:  
Having breakfast with Tennessee Williams
Least favorite book you’ve ever had to read for a class:
Moby Dick (I never finished, but I hope to grow into it)
fun fact/Anything Else?:  
I spent over a year in an Ursuline Academy in Guyana. I had my own 
subscription to Sports Illustrated from age 14-17.  I left high school 
after junior year.
PHOTO COURTESY / GREG NISSEN
declaration season at Puget Sound
Thompson: This is where STS majors spend their time. Luckily, Oppenheimer Cafe is not far. 
program at the start of the appli-
cation process.  She knew that she 
wanted her program to involve sci-
ence and marine biology, but she 
found it challenging to find one that 
fit all her wishes ideally.  
“Jan basically asked me questions 
about where I would be able to see 
myself the most, whether that was 
at a university or in the field,” Crabb 
said. 
She explained that she received a 
lot of help from the resources within 
the study abroad offices.  
“The questionnaires that previ-
ous abroad students had filled out 
proved to be most helpful because 
they really gave an honest account 
of what the situations actually are 
like,” Crabb said. 
She finally decided to apply to a 
program through SIT, an organiza-
tion that allows students to study 
out in the scientific field in the sub-
jects of their choice. Crabb hopes 
by this time next year she will be in 
Tanzania studying coastal ecology 
and natural resource management. 
“I am excited because the native 
language in Tanzania is Swahili, so 
the first few weeks of my experience 
will be spent in intensive language 
courses,” Crabb explained.  
Like most applicants, Crabb is 
unsure when she will hear about her 
acceptance to the program. Most 
study abroad programs utilize roll-
ing admission.   
One of the most challenging as-
pects after choosing to study abroad 
is the tedious application process 
that most students undergo. For 
many, the application extends be-
yond writing a few essays and filling 
out personal information. 
Sophomore Meg Anderson is ap-
plying to the Gaiety School of Act-
ing in Dublin, Ireland. 
“I memorized two monologues, 
and spent an entire weekend put-
ting together my audition video and 
other required materials,” Anderson 
said. 
She explained the rigors of her 
application as well as the amount of 
effort it took to apply to Gaiety. 
“I felt like I was applying to col-
lege all over again,” Anderson said. 
The application process varies de-
pending on the programs of each in-
dividual student. Even the essays are 
so particular that it takes a lot of ef-
fort to figure out how to make one’s 
application stand out. 
“The hardest part for me was the 
essays because many of the ques-
tions were really broad, and it was 
hard to make them relevant to me,” 
Crabb said. 
As rigorous as the application 
process might be, the ultimate re-
ward is the experience that students 
gain from their time abroad. 
Sophomore transfer student Ana 
Liuzzi explained the benefits that 
her experience abroad in Nepal and 
India provided for her. 
“You really figure out a whole dif-
ferent part of yourself. You get to 
know yourself in a way that you nev-
er thought you would,” Liuzzi said.  
Her passionate descriptions em-
phasized how much she gained from 
immersing herself in a new culture.  
“It’s a wonderful thing to be be-
come acculturated. It allows you 
to see the possibilities of America 
when you are not in America. You 
start to look at the culture like an 
anthropologist,” Liuzzi said. 
She explained that she learned far 
more from her experiences abroad 
than she ever could have in a class-
room. Like many previous abroad 
students, Liuzzi’s reflections gave an 
ideal account of what most students 
hope their time abroad will be like. 
However, for now, it is time to 
wait for this year’s study abroad ap-
plicants. 
But at the end of the day they will 
return from their excursions abroad 
with new stories and unforgettable 
educational experiences. 
APPlICATIONS
CONTINuEd FROM PAGE 6
petizer than a meal because the 
Spanish culture is so based on the 
night life that it is common to eat 
a light dinner and then go for tapas 
and drinks where you can fill up 
more. So if you love the night life 
this schedule has its benefits, but if 
you’re more of a day time person, 
keep in mind it’s difficult to ad-
just to the eating schedule added 
to a nine hour or so time difference 
from the west coast. 
If you love salt and fried food 
then Spain is for you, because for 
some reason fried food is a staple 
here.  From fish to fries to cheese 
to chicken and churros—anything 
and everything imaginable can and 
will be fried here. I must admit that 
I am not a fan of the fried food, 
even though they solely use olive 
oil here.  
However, there is one food that 
you must try when in Spain, espe-
cially if you are in Granada, and 
it is the forever sublime churros y 
chocolate.  
The local hot spot for this Span-
ish delicacy is Café Fútbol.  Uni-
versity students, families, cou-
ples—everyone comes for the café’s 
famous churros y chocolate.  
For a meager sum you receive 
the thickest and richest hot choco-
late you have ever known coupled 
with an enormous plate of freshly 
made, piping hot churros to satisfy 
your mid-day munchies.  
Not only do you have a menu of 
churros, chocolates and ice creams 
to fill you up, but the café is also lo-
cated in a picturesque plaza com-
plete with fountains and shade for 
the perfect Mediterranean experi-
ence.
Also be sure to try the myriad of 
ice creams flavors offered in Spain 
and in Europe in general, because 
you have never had anything equal 
to European ice cream, especial-
ly gelato. Five times the flavor of 
American ice-cream without all of 
the cream makes for a refreshingly 
potent mix in each bite of helado.  
Now for those of you more health 
conscious, if you’re looking for a 
variety of fresh and cheap produce, 
then Spain is the place for you.  The 
price of fresh fruit and vegetables 
is ridiculously cheap here and the 
quality is astounding.  
Honestly, you have not tasted 
fresh fruit until you have traveled 
to Europe, more specifically Spain 
and Italy.      
Another bit of advice I’m sure 
your parents have drilled into your 
heads: don’t be afraid to try new 
and exotic foods, even if they may 
appear or sound revolting.  
For example, in Galicia, espe-
cially in Santiago de Compostela 
which is in the north of Spain, a fa-
vorite and prized local delicacy is 
pulpo, or, to translate, octopus.  
Unlike calamari where the squid 
is chopped up and fried, the octo-
pus comes in many forms: it can be 
fried, but I believe the favorite rec-
ipe is to boil the  octopus whole in 
an assortment of spices and oils.  
Now, at first look, the octopus 
may seem slightly disturbing with 
its big bulbous head looking up at 
you from the plate, but if you are 
brave enough to get past the tenta-
cles and suction cups on your din-
ner then the flavor is well worth the 
experience.  
My final bit of advice is to just be 
open to new things.  Try something 
even if it looks atrocious. And if you 
are with a homestay family and you 
don’t like something, tell them and 
they won’t cook it for you again, or 
at the very least they will give you 
smaller portions of the food.  
The saying goes when in Rome 
do as the Romans do; well, when in 
Spain fry it up and be vocal in your 
like or dislike of local cuisine.    
CuISINE
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For more on STS, visit the 
program’s website at http://
www.pugetsound.edu/aca-
demics/departments-and-
programs/undergraduate/
science-technology--society/ 
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Lawn mower Tim Henson made 
the statement Wednesday that he 
and other employees have been di-
rected by the school to mow in the 
early hours to wake up sleeping stu-
dents. 
“The early lawn mowing hours are 
carefully designed to improve stu-
dent attendance,” he said. “We’re try-
ing to annoy the drunk and lazy into 
attending class.” 
It appears the school made the de-
cision after years of confidential re-
search regarding lawn care and cam-
pus life. Several documents cited the 
infamous John Deere experiments 
of 2007,  suggesting that average col-
lege students hate the incessant roar 
of a lawn mower 50 percent more 
than the droll melancholy tones of a 
teacher. 
The trend only amplifies for hun-
gover students. Cynthia Marone ad-
mitted, “My headaches are worse 
than the UPS football team, so the 
classroom provides me a quiet safe 
haven to rest.” 
The administration is standing by 
their decision, saying attendance has 
increased. 
“We are tired of students be-
ing tired,” stated a dorm supervisor. 
“And I’ve heard the excuse that they 
can’t afford alarm clocks because 
they bought books instead. Well the 
school has decided to provide one for 
them. Permanently.”
According to Henson, Puget 
Sound has already sent in orders for 
twenty new, louder mowers. “The 
new mowers come with bigger, loud-
er engines designed specifically to 
penetrate ivy-covered brick walls. 
We’ve removed the mufflers for that 
extra loud drone. And of course, 
they come with the accuracy to cut 
the grass right near dorm room win-
dows.” 
This idea has been so effective, the 
grounds crew employees have been 
seen replacing the hourly bells with 
new lawn mowing tapes. 
“We’re going to add an ‘addition-
al mowings’ for each hour,” said one. 
“And by mowing, of course, we mean 
it simply be tape recording.” The re-
cording will maintain realism, rising 
and falling in volume so as not to al-
low experienced sleepers to zone it 
out.
Many students are unwilling to ac-
cept their new alarm clocks. Oppo-
nents find the move ridiculous, an-
gering and humiliating. 
“I feel like I’m seven years old 
again,” stated one angry student. “I 
have the right to get drunk and not 
attend my forty thousand dollar ac-
tivities. It’s my parents’ money and I 
can spend it however I want.” 
Other students have gone as far 
as mowing the grass in front of their 
windows the night before to avoid di-
rect contact the next morning.
Yet the issue is not entirely clean 
cut, as some students remain stub-
bonrly unaffected. Metal heads con-
tinue to oversleep in the morning, 
associating the grinding noises with 
their own music. 
For now, students will have to con-
front their rapidly improving atten-
dance directly with ASUPS members 
and faculty. 
Perhaps students can find new 
ways to avoid class, but for now they 
may be forced to continue practic-
ing good attendance habits and ac-
ing tests.
Last Tuesday the Mother’s Insti-
tution against Lewd Films (MILF) 
released a statement detailing their 
disapproval of a new film written 
and directed by University of Puget 
Sound President Ronald Thomas. 
The currently untitled film, re-
ferred to only as the Untitled Ron 
Thom Zombie Rom-Com, is set in 
Vietnam and tells the story of Dom 
Bromstom, who is heartbroken to 
discover that he can’t go to prom 
with his boyfriend, Tom Jomjom, 
because Tom is moving away from 
Vietnam, and Dom, to live in Guam 
with his mom. 
When a zombie virus starts 
spreading through Guam, Dom 
takes it upon himself to save Tom 
and make it back in time for prom. 
Hilarity ensues. 
For more information on the 
film, be sure to visit the official 
website at www.RonThomZombi-
eRomCom.Com.
“This film is ridiculously inap-
propriate for children. How it got 
a PG rating is beyond my compre-
hension,” Susan Knockers, head 
of MILF, said in her statement. 
“There is a scene in which [ed. note: 
SPOILER ALERT] the love interest 
has become a zombie, and goes on 
a child eating rampage through an 
orphanage, only to discover that he 
accidentally ate his long lost broth-
er’s orphaned girlfriend.” 
Knockers and the rest of MILF 
are worried that the violence por-
trayed in the film will have nega-
tive effects on any children to see it, 
and are trying to get its PG rating 
appealed.
MILF’s attempt to discourage 
people from viewing the film by 
protesting the free preview on cam-
pus last Friday has had very little ef-
fect on the campus community. 
“I honestly had no interest in see-
ing this film,” a student at the pre-
mier said, “but when I heard that 
there were gonna be angry MILFs 
there, yelling and hopefully jump-
ing around, there was no way I 
couldn’t go. Plus if there was some-
thing in the movie that was causing 
them to get this hot and bothered, I 
knew the movie must be awesome.”
When asked to comment on the 
uproar, President Thomas stood by 
his film. 
“Do you really think a guy who 
wears a suit and a baseball cap at the 
same time and looks this awesome 
cares what people think about him? 
Hell no. I’m Ron Thom. I do what 
I want. I run this campus, literally. 
Look, I have been working on this 
film for 12 years now, and there is 
no way I’m going to let some MILFs 
ruin my life dream. Sure the film is 
a little risqué, but its nothing to get 
upset about. Once you look past all 
the sex, drugs, and violence, this is 
a beautiful coming of age story that 
teaches kids of all ages to fight for 
what they love, and more impor-
tantly how to kill zombies. BOOM. 
Headshot.”
It has yet to be seen if MILF’s at-
tempts to halt all future showings 
of the Untitled Ron Thom Zombie 
Rom-Com will be successful, but 
President Thomas has no inten-
tions on slowing down. 
“I’m going for the big prize, ob-
viously. If a film about a stuttering 
British guy can win an Oscar, there 
is no way I can’t beat a few students 
to win first prize at the Puget Sound 
Foolish Pleasures student film festi-
val.” 
He continued, “After that? The 
world is my clam. I am current-
ly working on my next script, cur-
rently titled Sean and Ron: Gone at 
Dawn. It’s a semi-autobiograph-
ical adventure film about famous 
actor Sean Penn, to be played by 
me, and me, probably played by 
someone like Denzel Washington 
or Sean Penn, that chronicles our 
journey around the world using 
our brain and brawn to try to open 
the world’s most famous hair salon, 
in exotic locations such as Milan, 
Bhutan and Iran.”               
Ron Thom zombie rom-com bombs with moms
MONDAY
9:06 p.m.: Student called 
asking for admission to 
Thomson. Departed in ab-
normally tiny car to let him 
in.
9:14 p.m.: Tiny car slid 
on ice, crashed into bushes. 
I continued on foot, calling 
heroically, “Worry not, stu-
dious stranger!” 
9:17 p.m.: Student ap-
pears to have found a way 
into the building. Gaze de-
spondently up at stars won-
dering, “Why?”
TUESDAY
6:55 a.m.: Heard a scary 
noise. I will check it out in a 
minute.
7:18 a.m.: Investigat-
ed noise. I fear I may have 
imagined it.
7:27 a.m.: Do you believe 
in ghosts?
WEDNESDAY
5:14 a.m.: Sometimes I 
wonder if I’m a good cop 
or a bad cop. Other times I 
wonder if I’m even a cop.
THURSDAY
11:23 a.m.:  Bike reported 
stolen from campus. Stu-
dent was very upset, unre-
sponsive. “Think-do you 
have any enemies?” I asked 
him, “anyone who would 
want you to have to walk 
everywhere?” For some rea-
son he starts telling me was 
that his bike was blue, as if 
that matters. I say to him, 
“Well, my t-shirt is black, 
that table is brown, but 
we’re not any closer to solv-
ing this case, are we?” 
fRIDAY
8:14 p.m.: Just realized 
my flashlight has 4 settings! 
8:16 p.m.: Flashlight 
broken. Now only has one 
setting: strobe. 
8:49 p.m.: Received re-
quest to investigate party at 
Harrington dorm. Entered 
room with flashlight, inad-
vertantly intiating dance 
party. For once, felt popu-
lar and socially accepted. 
9:14 p.m.: Feeling of ac-
ceptance dissipated as I is-
sued citations to all attend-
ees...
New lawn mowers to function as 
campus-wide alarm clocks
By VIOLET DANGER
Above: Ron Thom introduces his film at the campus screening, 
yelling at times to cover the loud protests of the MILFs outside.
Left: A film still from a climactic scene in U.R.T.Z.R.C., preclud-
ing a violent zombie bloodbath.
COMIC COURTESY / PWN
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Logger men and women each finish in second 
place at 2011 NWC swimming championships
The Logger men and women 
took home second place in NWC 
Swimming Championships. 
Both Logger swim teams con-
cluded their regular season last 
weekend in Gresham, Ore. at the 
Northwest Conference Swimming 
Championship. 
At the end of the weekend, both 
the men and the women found 
themselves sitting comfortably in 
second place with 586.5 points and 
679 points, respectively.
On day one the Lady Loggers’ 
400 meter medley relay team, com-
prised of Mackenzie Kitson (Du-
rango, Colo.), Tracy Wormwood 
(Elk River, Minn.), Caitlin Fuller 
(Sherman Oaks, Calif.) and Mag-
gie O’Rourke (Los Angeles, Calif.), 
took second place with a time of 
3:56.55, a bit more than a second 
shy of first place Whitworth. 
Wormwood also notched a third 
place time in the 200 meter In-
dividual Medley at 2:12.28, fol-
lowed directly by fourth and fifth 
place finishers Cait Farry (Colo-
rado Springs, Colo.) and Mag-
gie Smith (St. Paul, Minn.). Mag-
gie O’Rourke also landed a fifth 
place individual performance in 
the 50 meter freestyle with a time 
of 24.70. 
Other top Logger performers 
from day one included Hannah 
Vernon (Morgantown, W.Va.) 
and Fuller, pulling in seventh and 
eighth, respectively, in the 500 me-
ter free.
On day two the Lady Loggers’ 
200 meter medley relay squad, 
consisting of Kitson, Worm-
wood, O’Rourke, and Rachel Men-
delsohn (Sedona, Ariz.), took first 
place with a time of 1:48.12, a bit 
more than a second off the all time 
record set by the Loggers in 2009. 
Individually, the 100 fly podium 
was full of Loggers with Kelsey Eli-
zondo (Salt Lake City, Utah), Full-
er and Mendelsohn placing third, 
fourth, and fifth. 
The highest individual Logger 
finishers of the day, however, went 
to Wormwood and Kitson. Worm-
wood took first place in the 100 
meter breast stroke, finishing in 
1:05.25, only a hair over two tenths 
of a second away from the all time 
record set by the Loggers in 2004. 
After Wormwood’s impressive 
time, Kitson took the title in the 
100 meter back stroke with a final 
time of 58.21. By the end of day 
two, the women were 97 points 
behind the leading Whitworth Pi-
rates.
The conclusion of the meet was 
a strong day for the Loggers as a 
team, and a powerful finish by 
Wormwood. The 200 meter fly 
gave four Loggers spots in the top 
eight. Elizondo finished in second 
place with a 2:09.25, followed by 
Fuller in fourth, Mariah Snowden 
(Altadena, Calif.) in sixth and 
Mendelsohn finishing in eighth. 
Wormwood highlighted the 
Loggers’ day with a first place fin-
ish in the 200 breast with a time 
of 2:22.82, over two seconds fast-
er than the second place finisher. 
Sophomore Jessica Jaynes (Den-
ver, Colo.) took a third place finish 
in that race. 
At the end of the day, the Lady 
Loggers finished in second place, 
trailing the Whitworth Pirates by 
138 points.
The men’s 400 meter medley re-
lay team, made up of Derek Fren-
zel (Moscow, Idaho), Teale Kitson 
(Durango, Colo.), Jack Zaharchuk 
(Portland, Ore.) and Aleksander 
Jeremikj (Skopje, Macedonia) took 
second place. 
The 200 meter free style re-
lay team, with Jeremikj, Adam 
Ganz (Cleveland, Ohio), Nick 
Burns (University Place, Wash.), 
and Cooper Langdahl (Portland, 
Ore.), grabbed a third place fin-
ish. Frenzel and Kitson also took 
second and third in the 500 meter 
free style with finishing times of 
4:40.30 and 4:41.05, respectively. 
Day two also began with the 
Logger men in second place, and 
the similarities didn’t end there. 
Teale Kitson, Mackenzie Kitson’s 
younger brother, took the title in 
the same race as his sister. He fin-
ished with a time of 52.44. 
The 100 meter butterfly was also 
a great race for the Logger men, 
with Loggers placing in second, 
third, fourth and fifth place. Jer-
emikj led the Logger charge with 
a 51.19, followed by Frenzel, Max 
Cohen (Albuquerque, N.M.) and 
Zach Waker (Portland, Ore.). 
Day two ended  as it began, with 
the Loggers sitting in second place, 
just behind Whitworth and ahead 
of Whitman.
The final day proved to be a suc-
cessful one for the men as well, 
with Frenzel taking his first ever 
NWC swimming title in the 200 
meter fly, posting a time of 1:51.80. 
Jeremikj followed Frenzel with a 
second place finish, while Walker 
pulled in at fourth. Kitson finished 
second in the 200 meter back with 
a time of 1:54.74, followed senior 
Jake Rifkin (Edina, Minn.) who 
took seventh place in the race. 
Much like the women’s team, 
the Logger men found themselves 
with a second place victory, trail-
ing only the repeat NWC winning 
squad, the Whitworth Pirates.
Two Loggers, Derek Frenzel and 
Tracy Wormwood, have qualified 
for nationals and will continue 
their seasons, encouraged by their 
hard-working teammates, until the 
Division III national champion-
ships in Knoxville, Tennessee, on 
March 23.
By TYLER VLASK
Reach: Every touch counted at the conference championship.
Featured 
Athlete:
Andrea 
Leiken
By HANNAH CHASE
Running is an important aspect 
of many of today’s most popular 
sports. However, running is not the 
sole goal, it is just the means of get-
ting the ball or running to home.  
For track runners, running is an 
art; a skill that has been developed 
from the moment they first placed 
their feet on the starting line. Log-
ger Andrea Leiken is one such run-
ner.  
“I have always loved track and 
field. Part of the reason I have stuck 
with track is because I really like to 
be a part of a team where everyone 
is incredibly supportive. My moti-
vation comes from a desire to be 
truly the best that I can be and con-
tinue to improve my times. I have 
set some high goals for myself and 
for my teammates this year because 
I know that we have a lot of poten-
tial,” Leiken said.  
Leiken has broken a total of four 
indoor records in the 400 meter. 
She set the record during last year’s 
season and has broken it three 
times over the course of the cur-
rent track season.  
“I actually held the previous in-
Tennis teams fall to Whitworth, rebound for 
dominant wins against non-conference foes
Ace: The service game was a big part of the Loggers’ success.
The 2011 men and women’s ten-
nis season is under way. The Log-
gers have high expectations this year 
as they look to settle in and compete 
for a spot in the NWC tournament at 
season’s end. 
Both teams have a strong core 
group of upperclassmen leading the 
way on the court and hope to capi-
talize on this presence of leadership 
with winning records.
The men’s team will rely heavily on 
the direction of their two captains, ju-
nior Nick Kelly (Denver, Colo.) and 
senior Alex Harrison (Southbor-
ough, Mass.). With a talented pair 
of players setting an example for the 
rest of the team, there should be a lot 
of improvement on the men’s side 
this year. Sophomore Ben Miller (Sil-
verdale, Wash.) was very optimistic 
about the Loggers’ chances in 2011. 
“Our goal this year is to make it 
into the conference tournament and 
ultimately end up with a winning re-
cord,” Miller said.
Assisting the men’s team in 
achieving their goals is a new coach-
ing staff, led by first-year head coach 
Eric Drew.
“The new coaching staff is a nice 
addition for our team,” Miller said. 
“Their great wealth of knowledge and 
ability to create personal improve-
ment in every player has made this a 
very fun year so far. We’re very excit-
ed to begin developing a new tradi-
tion of consistency and success under 
this new staff.”
So far the Logger men have per-
formed well on the court, opening 
the season with a 2-2 record overall 
and 1-2 in NWC play. They began the 
season with a 5-4 victory on the road 
over Pacific and added another victo-
ry this past weekend at home against 
the College of Idaho. 
Miller, Harrison, freshman Josh 
Stevens (Portland, Ore.) and soph-
omore Michael Cutter (Colorado 
Springs, Colo.) all picked up individ-
ual wins against the College of Idaho, 
while Cutter and Harrison gave the 
Loggers a win on the doubles side as 
well.
The women have also played well 
out of the gate, posting a 3-3 overall 
record so far while going 2-3 in con-
ference play. They split a two-match 
set this past weekend with a loss to 
Whitworth on the road and a victory 
over Mills College at home. 
Against Mills, the Loggers swept 
the doubles action with victories 
from junior Madison Holtz (Hono-
lulu, Hawaii) and sophomore Mad-
die Thiesse (Chanhassen, Minn.), 
junior Ada Yu (Salem, Ore.) and 
freshman Jenna Gerdsen (Honolu-
lu, Hawaii), and freshmen Marissa 
Friedman (Novato, Calif.) and Logan 
Thompson (Decorah, Iowa). In addi-
tion to the strong showing in doubles 
play, the women only dropped one 
singles match. 
Both the men and women will take 
the court again this coming weekend 
as the women travel to Walla Wal-
la to take on Whitman and the men 
battle Whitman at home.
By ZACK BANKS
PHOTO COURTESY / GREG NISSEN
PHOTO COURTESY /  DANIEL PENDLETON
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Women’s basketball falls to 
George Fox in NWC semi-fi nals
Back for More: The Loggers are bringing back their entire 
2010-11 team next season including freshman starter Taylor 
Jones (top) and All-NWC selection Kelsey McKinnis (bottom).
Th e Logger women’s basketball 
team had a better go around this 
time with the George Fox Bruins, 
but the result was still a 62-56 loss. 
It was uphill from the beginning 
for the Loggers, who played the 
number two ranked Bruins on their 
court. Th e Loggers led the Bruins for 
most of the fi rst half with sophomore 
Kelsey McKinnis (Ashland, Ore.) 
shooting for 19 points on the game. 
Th e Loggers had an impressive ef-
fort, but aft er the score had reached 
45-43, the Bruins never looked back 
and held the lead until the end.
Th is season for the women’s bas-
ketball team was marked with many 
changes, including a new coach, a 
new attitude and new players, all of 
which were key aspects in their 3rd 
place conference fi nish. 
Th e season started out rough for 
the lady Loggers; the team suff ered 4 
consecutive losses, including games 
against Lewis & Clark and George 
Fox. From there, the Loggers picked 
up the pace and at one point had a 
nine game winning streak.
New Head Coach Loree Payne has 
a plethora of experience, both as a 
coach and as a player. Payne spent 
her college years playing for the Uni-
versity of Washington basketball 
team and earned Pac-10 honors sev-
eral times.  As a coach, she has been 
instrumental in the Loggers keeping 
their pace as a top ranked conference 
team. 
“My fi rst season at Puget Sound 
has been amazing,” Payne said. “Th e 
girls are incredible, and together we 
have learned so much. Puget Sound 
is a wonderful university, and I feel 
very honored to be a part of it.”
Junior Jocelyn Riordan (Lake For-
est Park, Wash.) and McKinnis both 
earned all conference honors; Rior-
dan making the fi rst team ranks and 
McKinnis earning second team rec-
ognition.  
Th is year the women’s basket-
ball team graduates no seniors, an 
achievement 
on its own 
which gives 
the staff  an 
opportuni-
ty that they 
cannot miss 
out on.  
C o a c h 
Payne said, 
“We are very 
excited about 
not having 
any seniors on the roster. We estab-
lished the foundation of our pro-
gram this past season and look for-
ward to building on it for next year. 
Th e ultimate goal each year is to ad-
vance into the NCAA tournament, 
and we look forward to having that 
opportunity next season!”
Not only does Coach Payne have 
plenty of returners to work with, but 
she also will have new freshmen to 
help build her program. Freshmen 
who have just ended their fi rst sea-
son as Loggers are excited for the 
rest of their years to come. 
Freshman Melissa Cachopo 
(Morgan Hill, Calif.) said, “College 
basketball is much more fun and ex-
citing, because of all the preparation. 
I enjoy stepping into the gym, know-
ing I am with such great team mem-
bers and coaches, and that I will al-
ways learn something new.  I hope to 
learn and continue pushing myself 
and others throughout my career. 
I hope to keep learning more about 
the game, physically and mentally. 
Being a part of this team, with amaz-
ing girls and great coaches has been 
an honor and a spectacular expe-
rience thus 
far. I can’t 
wait for next 
year!” 
It is obvi-
ous to all that 
the wom-
en’s basket-
ball team is 
so good not 
only because 
of their skill 
but their ob-
vious care for one another on the 
team. 
Cachopo mentioned, “Th e team 
has amazing talent and heart for 
the game. Everyone gets along and 
enjoys one another’s company on 
and off  the court.  As a team we are 
a family. When playing we always 
push each other to be better, wheth-
er it is practice, or a game.”
Women’s Basketball
Feb. 24 vs George Fox:
L 56-62
Feb. 19 vs George Fox:
W 66-63 
By ANTHEA AASEN
Rugby team grows in numbers, faces 
stiff competition from division I rivals
By DAVID SKOLNIK
As many winter sports come to a 
close, the Puget Sound rugby team 
is just getting warmed up. With 
three games under their collec-
tive belt this semester and a rivalry 
game with Seattle University loom-
ing this weekend, now is the time 
to get familiar with Logger rugby.
Following a few down years, the 
team has been gathering a head of 
steam since last semester. Th eir 
evolution into a regional contender 
has been powered by an improved 
coaching staff , growing camarade-
rie and dramatic increases in par-
ticipation. 
 Aft er a couple years with a coach 
who essentially tore the program 
down, Logger rugby is now lucky 
to have coaches with a plethora of 
experience.
“Coach Sully has coached for the 
Tacoma men’s league team as well 
as coaching across the state. And 
Coach Ropes is a recognized rug-
by offi  cial at multiple levels of com-
petition. Having two very serious 
coaches has really helped the team 
get serious,” sophomore Cole Mc-
Ilvane (Bellingham, Wash.) said.
As with any team, it takes more 
than coaches to bring players to-
gether; it takes time as well.  When 
you practice with a team for long 
enough you form friendships and 
build trust. Once this happens, suc-
cess is never far behind. 
“As friends we are all mesh-
ing well together, forming a Rug-
by culture and brotherhood. Now 
that we are in the second semester 
I trust the man on my right and left  
100percent,” junior Mike Hammer 
(San Mateo, Calif.) said. “Th e team 
has grown a lot over this past year. 
We have a better understanding of 
our capabilities on the fi eld and the 
overall team play has been stepped 
up.”
Despite their increasing partici-
pation and success, rugby remains 
a club sport on this campus, just 
as it does on campuses around the 
country. Due to this distinction as 
a club rather than a varsity athletic 
team, rugby leagues are set up dif-
ferently than mainstream sports.  
So far this semester the team has 
faced two teams from NCAA Di-
vision I schools, Idaho and Wash-
ington State.  Th e diff erence in size 
and athleticism has, at times, been 
a marked one.
“Idaho had a former football 
player who is heading for the NFL 
Combine this week, we don’t quite 
have that,” McIlvane said.
Despite this apparent disadvan-
tage the Loggers have held their 
own against DI competition. Th ey 
dominated Washington State in a 
26-12 victory on Todd Field before 
falling to Idaho two weekends ago. 
A big reason for this success is 
the welcome addition of members 
of the Puget Sound football team. 
Th is semester has brought a com-
bination of returning football play-
ers as well as a few members who 
are stepping onto the pitch for the 
fi rst time.  
“Football adds a lot more size 
on the team. Even without rug-
by experience, the football skill set 
translates well on the pitch,” McIl-
vane said.
One fi rst year football year play-
er, freshman Danny Williams 
(Oakland, Calif.), is learning the 
ropes of rugby on the fl y as he par-
ticipates in game-time situations.
“Football translates in terms of 
bringing the physicality, but they’re 
very diff erent games.  It takes time, 
but once you get game experience 
you really get it,” Williams said.
Senior Sean Field-Eaton (Tigard, 
Ore.) has played both football and 
rugby all four years at Puget Sound. 
“While I’ve only played rugby 
for 4 years and football for many 
more, I’ve found that they are com-
plimentary to each other.  If any-
thing rugby actually improves suc-
cess on the football fi eld through 
spatial awareness and being able to 
react quickly. Also, it keeps you in 
shape.  Reversely many of the as-
pects from football, such as tack-
ling, translate to the rugby pitch,” 
Field-Eaton said.
Rugby is an intensely physical 
game. Like football, no one is ever 
100 percent healthy. Instead they 
battle through nagging injuries, 
ignore the bumps and bruises and 
simply can’t help coming back to 
battle each year.
“Rugby is a very unique sport 
that never gets old and is always 
fun to compete.  Th ough it is phys-
ically taxing I can’t stay away from 
it,” Field-Eaton said.
Th e rugby team is building a 
strong foundation that should 
translate to much deserved recog-
nition in the near future.  
Th ey will take their next step on 
Sat., March 6 when Seattle Uni-
versity visits Todd Field.  Th ere is 
no love lost between the two pro-
grams; recent games have featured 
multiple altercations as emotions 
run close to the surface.  
Th e Loggers enter the game with 
added motivation to avenge a close 
loss last semester.  Th e game prom-
ises to be a hard hitting, action 
packed aff air with plenty of mud, 
and possibly blood, to go around.
“ Th e ultimate goal each 
year is to advance into the 
NCAA tournament, and we 
look forward to having that 
opportunity next season! ”
—Loree Payne
ATHlETE
CONTINuEd FROM PAGE 9
Growing: The rugby team now boasts over twenty members.
PHOTO COURTESY / SANTIAGO RODRIGUEZ
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door 400 meter school record. I 
broke it last year during an indoor 
meet and have since broken it 
three times during indoor season 
this year, lowering my time every 
meet. It is now a 1:01.01. I actual-
ly do not remember the school re-
cord before I broke it for the first 
time last year,” Leiken said.
On top of breaking the record 
for the 400m multiple times, Leik-
en also holds the indoor record for 
the 200 meter after breaking it in 
Idaho at the Bronco Open. 
“I also broke the indoor school 
record in the 200m in Idaho last 
weekend at the Bronco open. The 
previous record was a 27.30 and 
I broke it with a 26.81. My relay 
team has also broken the indoor 
school record in the 4x400 this 
year. However, the record for the 
relay was actually just established 
last year. It’s exciting to break re-
cords and it’s getting me really 
amped to begin the outdoor sea-
son. So far I have been running re-
ally well and I want to see what I 
can do in our conference this year 
in the 400m, 200m, and relays,” 
Leiken said.  
Outdoor records have stood for 
much longer than those set in-
doors, but as the season progress-
es, Leiken will continue to train 
hard, her motivation unwaver-
ing. Although she has been par-
ticipating in track and field since 
the sixth grade, she has shown no 
signs of stopping.   
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By LINDSEY fLATT 
Actor Paul Giamatti has proven 
that he is a master at invoking our 
sympathy for his crusty-exteriored, 
inner heart of gold characters. Gia-
matti’s latest fi lm, Barney’s Ver-
sion, which opened last week at Th e 
Grand, is another perfect example of 
this. 
Richard J. Lewis–known almost 
exclusively for his television series 
“CSI”–directs this oft en trite but ul-
timately touching tale of the irascible, 
impetuous and obsessive Barney 
Panofsky (Giamatti), while Dustin 
Hoff man provides a delightful per-
formance as Barney’s well-meaning 
but outspoken father, Izzy Panofsky. 
Barney has bad luck with women: 
aft er a tumultuous fi rst marriage, 
Barney is lucky enough to fi nd the 
girl of his dreams–at his second wed-
ding. His potential true love Miriam 
(Rosamund Pike) is, unfortunately, 
not the bride. Th is chance meet-
ing begins a life-long obsession, one 
which oft en comes across as creepy 
to the viewer. 
However, Barney’s continued de-
votion to Miriam indicates that for 
him, she truly is “the one,” a fact 
which manages to win the audience 
over (for the most part) by the end. 
Adapted from Mordecai Richler’s 
novel by the same name, Barney’s 
Version is hard to classify. Much of 
the fi lm revolves around an unsolved 
murder, but as the story progresses, 
this feels like an aft erthought. Al-
though the fi rst half feels like a slight-
ly ‘off ’ romantic comedy, the last half 
of the fi lm is distinctly depressing. 
Th e fi rst half is full of cliches (in-
cluding truly one-dimensional por-
trayals of Barney’s friends) that it is 
obnoxious. Barney’s brief courtship 
and marriage with his wife Solange 
(Macha Grenon) is one of the most 
cringe-inducing onscreen relation-
ships I have seen in a while. It is also 
the only section of the movie that 
could possibly have earned it the la-
bel of a comedy, for the rest of the 
movie is certainly tragic.
Despite a shaky beginning, the sec-
ond half of the fi lm leaves you won-
dering when you became so invested. 
Barney is gruff –a cigar smoking, 
heavy drinking man with a wither-
ing glance and an even more cutting 
tongue. Th ere is, frankly, nothing to 
like about him. 
However, fl ashback glimpses fi ll in 
his semi-tragic history, and Giamatti 
manages to not only endear Barney 
to us, but to make him a truly sympa-
thetic character (Giamatti’s portryal 
of Barney won him a Golden Globe 
for Best Actor). 
Although it takes the better part 
of the fi lm for us to feel anything for 
Barney, by the time Giamatti gets us 
there, it is truly touching. Th e only 
real constant in Barney’s Version is 
the excellence that both Giamatti and 
Pike bring to their roles, but this fac-
tor alone makes it worth seeing. 
Barney’s Version underwhelming 
By TOMMY STONE
Th e time has come, o ye fi lm-lov-
ing Loggers. Your chance to make 
that precious fi lm of your dreams 
has arrived with Foolish Pleasures, 
the annual Puget Sound fi lm festival 
dating back to the spring of 1978. 
According to tradition, entries 
will be shown on April Fools Day, 
the namesake of the festival. Origi-
nally, the festival was created to be 
a fun event but also as a means of 
competition among residence halls 
and other on-campus houses. 
Th is year, Foolish Pleasures is 
doing some things diff erently to 
hearken back to that initial sense of 
enthusiasm students once felt mak-
ing silly college fi lms together in the 
‘70s.
Th e main alteration made to the 
festival this year is the introduction 
of fi lm categories. Now, any student 
can submit a fi lm (or fi lms) to any 
of these four categories: residence 
fi lms, music videos, microfi lms and 
short story fi lms. 
Th e residence fi lms will probably 
include spoofs or documentaries of 
whatever shenanigans the dorms, 
Greek houses or theme houses have 
gotten themselves into. Residence 
fi lms can run up to twelve minutes. 
Music videos are fairly self-ex-
planatory–if you’re in a band, for 
example, and want to make a video 
for people to see, this would be a 
good place to submit it. Th e time 
limit for music videos is seven min-
utes. 
Microfi lms include spoof movie 
trailers, parodies or short skits. Th ey 
should be less than three minutes. 
And fi nally, short story fi lms, in-
cluding avant-garde, comedy, short 
dramas, etc., can run up to twelve 
minutes.
Don’t be discouraged if you don’t 
have a camera or equipment to fi lm 
with. Luckily, we go to a school that 
is fi nancially able to help us with that 
sort of thing. Tech Services, located 
in the basement of the library, will 
have cameras, lapel microphones, 
tripods and fi lm editing soft ware 
readily available to students. 
Th e Flip Videos and Cannon FS-
200 cameras, as well as any needed 
equipment, can be rented from one 
day up to two weeks.
Tech Services’ soft ware includes 
iMovie, Adobe Premier and Final Cut 
Pro. Come in any time between 8 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. on Monday through Fri-
day, or between 12 p.m. and 4 p.m. on 
Saturdays and Sundays, and Tech Ser-
vices’ employees will be able to help.
For those who need a little extra 
incentive, prizes will be given to the 
top winners of Foolish Pleasures–there 
will be trophies, awards and up to 
$175 in cash prizes. 
If you’re interested, submission 
forms can be found at the Wheelock 
Information Desk, ASUPS offi  ce and 
Campus Films offi  ce. Th e forms are 
due by March 30 and the festival itself 
will be held on the evening of April 
Fools Day. Only one representative of 
the fi lm is required to be present at the 
showing. Th e festival will include free 
popcorn, entertainment and a movie 
poster raffl  e. 
For those who are interested but 
couldn’t make it to the info session 
last week, Cooper Arbios is in charge 
of the festival; contact him via e-mail 
at campusfi lms@pugetsound.edu or 
via the Campus Films Facebook page.
Student fi lm festival now accepting submissions
By MACKENZIE ABERNETHY
If Natalie Portman’s performance 
as the Black Swan revived your ballet 
ambitions, but a lack of funds is your 
only adversary, consider attending 
MLK Ballet’s tuition-free classes. 
Located in downtown Tacoma, 
MLK Ballet has a refreshingly laid-
back, “wear what you want, pay what 
you can” policy. Accompanied by a 
live pianist, the class is both a lively 
and practical place to practice.
Adult ballet classes are held Mon-
day nights from 7:30 to 8:00 p.m., 
about a ten minute bus ride from the 
Puget Sound campus. Classes take 
place at Urban Grace Church, where 
last semester’s RDG performances 
also occurred, at 902 S. Market St..
As is oft en the case, an instructor 
can make or break a learning expe-
rience. Artistic Director and teacher 
Kate Monthly begins her ballet class 
by saying, “Ready? Groovy.” 
From there, the class moves at an 
assiduous pace; more time is spent 
on dancing than instructing. 
Th e studio is fairly large and well-
lit, with mirrors and wooden fl oors 
ideal for dancing. As for class atten-
dance, 10-15 people generally attend 
the ballet class-a mixture of younger 
adults and older Tacoma locals, with 
a surprising amount of skill. 
“Don’t let money stop you! If you 
can’t aff ord the classes, we’ll happily 
fi nd something for you to do around 
the studio in exchange, perhaps 
helping to clean the mirrors aft er 
class,” Monthly said.
MLK Ballet originally began their 
non-profi t organization seven years 
ago, committed primarily to pro-
viding kids with free classes, dance 
shoes and performance outfi ts. 
Monthly stated, “We believe kids 
should never have to pay to dance.” 
Originally located on MLK Street, 
the company had to transfer loca-
tions aft er the building literally fell 
apart on them.
Th ree fundraising performances 
are held throughout the year to help 
fund the company. Performances 
oft en include structured improvi-
sational dance, as well as deliver-
ing movement into spaces where it 
generally is not, such as  local coff ee 
shops. 
MOVE!, the upcoming contempo-
rary show, will be performed at the 
Tacoma School of the Arts Th eater 
on March 11 and 12, at 7 p.m. the 
fi rst day, and 2 and 7 p.m. the second 
day. Tickets are $15 at the door or 
can be purchased for $11 in advance, 
online at brownpaperbagevents.
com/event/143886. All proceeds will 
benefi t MLK Ballet dancers.
Local ballet, cost-free
“Creepy” crowd migrates to Gruv
By JENI OppENHIEMER
Although Gruv has been open 
since late October, it has only re-
cently come up on the Puget Sound 
radar of Th ursday night hotspots.  
In addition to dollar drink spe-
cials for everyone, Gruv features 
KUPS DJs Eddie Lee and Nick Car-
roll, which means a vast improve-
ment to the music.
Th e venue features a large stage 
and impressive DJ booth on one 
side of the club, and booth tables 
with a bar on the other side.  
Gruv, located on 6th Ave., cur-
rently occupies the space that was 
previously Hells Kitchen, which has 
now moved downtown. 
Th ough the door person will usu-
ally try to charge an astronomical 
cover to men, prices for cover are 
usually negotiable.  
As one Puget Sound alum said: 
“Th ey tried to charge us $60 for our 
group, but when they saw we were 
going to leave, lowered it to fi ve a 
head and then made it free eventu-
ally.” 
He went on to say that the place 
was hurting for numbers.  
Most people who I asked about 
the venue said they would not be 
going back for a variety of reasons.  
As student Emma Tribble said, 
“A guy came up and started dancing 
with me, when the song was over I 
told him I just wanted to dance with 
my friends.  He looked upset and 
walked away, and then fi ve minutes 
later his sister came up to me and 
tried to convince me and my friends 
to give her brother a chance because 
‘he’s a really nice guy’.” 
Molly Gibson said, “You should 
always go with a good group of 
friends.”
Many other women shared simi-
lar “creeper” stories and several 
people said you should only go aft er 
having a few strong drinks. 
Consensus was that Gruv is more 
fun in a group and is not a repeat 
sort of place.  
On the positive side, the drinks 
are cheap on Th ursday, the music 
is improving and the bathrooms are 
very clean for a club.  
In addition, if you are looking for 
some food to soak up the alcohol, 
they have everything fried under 
the sun.  Th is includes chicken fried 
bacon, which I have yet to fully un-
derstand.  
And apparently the manager, 
Calvin Murphy, is a long time Taco-
ma DJ, so perhaps the non-club-ap-
propriate choice of Wonderwall was 
a one time thing at the beginning. 
But now that KUPS is involved, the 
music is sure to improve.  
Th e club also has some great 
bones: good lighting, comfy chairs, 
no wait at the bar, the fl oors aren’t 
sticky and there’s no broken glass 
on the dance fl oor.    
So while there may be some in-
teresting encounters, if you’re with 
a good group of friends, it might be 
a venue to check out, as they appear 
to be working out some of the initial 
kinks.
Paul Giamatti: His lead acting barely keeps the fi lm aﬂ oat. 
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Film legend Spike lee speaks on campus
Enlightened Discussion: Award-winning filmmaker Spike Lee offered his frank opinion on everything from cinema to education.
By CHRISTINE LUNDMARK
This past Monday, Feb. 28, Spike 
Lee addressed audiences in Puget 
Sound’s Memorial Field House, 
living up to his reputation as an 
honest and captivating speaker. 
“There was a big event on tv last 
night,” he opened, referencing the 
Oscars. But Lee did not attend the 
Academy Awards this year. There 
was “not much flavor,” he said, and 
he was extremely disappointed in 
the lack of nominations for peo-
ple of color. He didn’t even know 
which film had been awarded Best 
Picture. 
While many people, myself in-
cluded, half expected the contro-
versial Lee to step up to the mi-
crophone and deliver a scathing 
speech about racism and bigotry, 
Lee was instead humorous and 
well-spoken. His thoughtfulness 
inspired many in the audience, and 
his witty insights were often greet-
ed with wild applause. 
I was immediately struck by 
his earnestness and his readiness 
to challenge the defunct national 
system of racial inequalities.  “In 
2035, whites will be in the minor-
ity,” he said, “and there’s no need 
to be scared.” Hollywood, however, 
needs to take note in the change in 
demographic and consumer base, 
he continued. 
He criticized the industry for 
their shortcomings in supporting 
African American artists. “Denzel 
got robbed… robbed… for Mal-
colm X,” he said. 
Even Lee’s signature film, Do The 
Right Thing, a challenging movie 
about bigotry and violence in 
Brooklyn that has been lauded as a 
hallmark of American cinema, was 
not even nominated for an Oscar 
in 1989. Instead, the Best Picture 
award went to Driving Miss Daisy, 
or as Lee called it, “Driving Miss 
Mother-Fucking Daisy.” 
Although he noted the gross 
discrepancies in the Academy’s 
acknowledgement of the achieve-
ments of African Americans in 
cinema, he seemed to keep it all in 
perspective. 
“This award stuff, you can’t let it 
get to you, because the great stuff is 
going to last.” 
In fact, Lee said that one of the 
proudest things in his life is that 
Do The Right Thing is now taught in 
courses at several leading universi-
ties in the U.S. 
For the last eight years, Lee has 
served as the artistic director of the 
graduate film program at NYU’s il-
lustrious Tisch School of the Arts. 
He extolled the virtues of good 
education, but noted that as an un-
dergrad at Morehouse College in 
Atlanta, GA, he had no idea what 
he wanted to do. He was an unmo-
tivated C+ student until the sum-
mer between his sophomore and 
junior years, when he was given a 
camera and a box of film. 
Living in Brooklyn, NY, at the 
time, Lee began to shoot footage 
of life around him, and once back 
at school the next fall, was con-
vinced by a professor to turn it into 
a film. After it was well received by 
his class, Lee decided to become a 
filmmaker. 
He said he instantly became an 
A student, inspired to learn every-
thing he could about film and other 
subjects, because “to be a filmmak-
er, you have to know something 
about everything.” 
He called on students to pick a 
major they feel passionate about 
and not to focus solely on making 
money. His job, he said, “is not a 
job. I’m doing what I love. I don’t 
drag myself out of bed in the morn-
ing.” 
He credited his family and 
friends, especially his grandmoth-
er, for supporting him. “I’ve been 
very fortunate,” he conceded. 
Lee spent a large portion of the 
evening talking about the need for 
education reform. He lamented 
that only two percent of the teacher 
population today is comprised of 
African American males and that 
there are currently more African 
American males in prison than 
there are in college. 
He said that he resents that if you 
are educated or speak proper Eng-
lish, you are denigrated as being 
“white.” African Americans who 
educate themselves are often nega-
tively called “oreos,” he said, and 
popular music, tv, and movies per-
petuate the vicious cycle. “It starts 
with the family,” Lee said. 
Three-fourths of African Ameri-
can families are headed by a single 
mother, he told us, and he thought 
that young African American men 
desperately need strong male fig-
ures in their lives in order to grow 
up well. 
He also cited crack addiction as 
a major contributing factor in to-
day’s achievement gap. “We need 
to restructure the system,” he said. 
“It’s criminal that we have young 
people in this country who don’t 
have art classes.” He said that he 
enjoyed the film Waiting for Su-
perman, calling it “a great piece of 
work.”
Lee’s presence was one of hu-
mor, intelligence and compas-
sion. During the Q&A portion of 
the evening, he navigated a sea of 
questions with empathy and kind-
ness, indulging even the strangest 
of questions and requests. 
One man stepped up to the mi-
crophone, announcing that he was 
a 77 year-old who had just finished 
his first film. Lee, along with the 
rest of the audience, applauded 
for him. “I have a how-to ques-
tion, though,” the man continued. 
“How do I get this film out there? 
It’s about racial inequalities in 
school. I have a copy here for you.” 
“What’s it called?” asked Lee, and 
after approving of its title, Walk 
Right In, rose from his chair to ac-
cept the copy. The audience again 
applauded wildly for both Lee and 
the questioner. 
Lee said the actor he wants to 
work most with is Sean Penn, and 
that the change from “nigger” to 
“slave” in Mark Twain’s works was 
“retarded.” 
He said that the top two things 
he wants to accomplish in the next 
twenty years are the maintenance 
of his health and to continue mak-
ing films. 
Monday’s “Evening with Spike 
Lee” served as a good reminder 
that although the 60s have passed, 
there is still much to be done in the 
United States to combat the crip-
pling effects of racial inequality. 
When asked what one should do 
to help change education in this 
country, Lee invoked John F. Ken-
nedy’s 1962 “we choose to go to the 
moon” speech. 
“We’ve got to make a mandate,” 
Lee said, “we’ve got to make it a 
priority.” 
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ANOTHER YEAR (PG-13)
Fri: 3:00, 6:05, 8:45
Sat/Sun: 12:15, 3:00, 6:05, 8:45
Mon-Thurs: 3:00, 6:05, 8:45
THE KING’S 
SPEECH (R)
Fri: 1:50, 4:20, 6:45, 9:15
Sat/Sun: 11:20am, 1:50, 4:20, 6:45, 9:15
Mon-Thurs: 1:50, 4:20, 6:45, 9:15
TRUE GRIT (PG-13)
Fri:/Sat 4:35, 7:00, 9:25
Sun: 11:25am, 4:35, 7:00, 9:25
Mon-Thurs: 4:35, 7:00, 9:25
BARNEY’S VERSION (R)
Fri-Thurs: 1:40
CEDAR RAPIDS (R)
Fri: 2:00, 4:05, 6:20, 8:30
Sat/Sun: 11:50a, *2, 4:05, 6:20, 8:30
Mon-Thurs: 2:00, 4:05, 6:20, 8:30
* A discussion will follow Saturday’s 2:00pm showing
By DAVE DELLAMURA
Tired of keeping music in the 
music building, paint in the studio 
and dance on the stage, seniors 
Amy Jones and Nico Sophiea 
wanted to see some interaction 
between the departments. 
Starting with only the goals of 
collaboration and making a fa-
miliar working space unfamiliar, 
they’ve amassed about 20 artists, 
musicians and performers who 
will inhabit (mainly) the second 
floor of Kittredge, including the 
hallways, kitchen nook and locker 
room for three hours this Satur-
day, 6-9 p.m. 
The event’s name is a tongue-
in-cheek nod to the old French 
art salons of 17th century, which 
were exhibitions put on by “the 
academy.” 
Senior Leah Vendl notes, “It’s 
an installation-people don’t have 
to stay the whole time.” 
Taking cues and what they 
learned from “Am Was: A Medi-
tation on Mod’n Art,” performed 
almost exactly a year ago, Vendl, 
Lana McMullen and Jacki Ward 
will appear in the event.
Expect original music composi-
tions from Jones and McMullen, 
a performance from Sophiea and 
Matthew McBride, large-scale 
dyed fabric from Alea Robertson, 
Vendl’s dance piece in the paint-
ing studio—among overall lus-
cious light, sound play and viewer 
interaction, as the group considers 
and plays with the space’s inher-
ent qualities.
“This is an unprecedented 
event,” Art Professor Elise Rich-
man said. “Something like this has 
never been done here before.” 
The group hopes that under-
classmen might take up and grow 
the event in years to come as the 
nature of academia becomes even 
more interdisciplinary.
The Salon: A Simultaneous 
Continuous Installation, will run 
for only one day, March 5. 
Admission is free to all commu-
nity members, and students are 
encourgaged to come and support 
their fellow Logger artisits.  
Kittredge 
gets a 
makeover 
for The 
Salon
Community response: After the lecture, Lee was willing to respond to “intelligent questions only.”
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